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Khartoum denies Algerian charge 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan Sunday said it regrets Algeria’s decision to 
withdraw its ambassador from Khartoum and denied accusat io ns that h, 
was helping Algerian Muslim extremists launching a Moody campaign 
against the government. The official Sudan News Agency (SUNA) quoted 
a Foreign Ministry statement as saying Khartoum was surprised by 
Algiers’ decision at a time when Sudan is trying to dose Arab ranks. 
"Sudan rejects this accusation and reaffirms its commitaietu to the policy 
of non-intervention in the internal affairs of other states,'* it said. Algiers 
Friday recalled its ambassador from Sudan and served diplomatic 
relations with Iran charging that both countries were backing Muslim 
militants (see page 2). It was the first retaliatory actions by Algeria against 
Sudan. It follows Egyptian press repons that Sudan has training camps for 
Muslim exuemisu from Algeria, Tunisia and Egypt. Algeria has been . 
plagued with attacks by radicals who went un&tground after the 
government scrapped elections in January 1992 amid public anger over 
official corruption and mismanagement. 
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France thanks King for MoriDon’s honour 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sunday received a cable 
from French President Francois Mitterrand thanking him for his gesture of 
supporting French General Philippe Morillon's services to the people of 
Bosnta-Herzegovina. King Hussein recently sent a telegram to Mr. 
Mitterrand thanking him for France's role ui|U.N. operations in Bosnia 
and asking him to present Jordan's A1 Kawkab Medal of the first Order to 
General MoriUon. Mr. Mitterrand said in his cable that the King's gesture 
would contribute to bolstering friendship relations between the Jordanian 
and French peoples. King Hussein wrote Mr. Mitterrand that the 
bestowing of the medal was “in recognition of the courageous persona] 
contribution and principled stand of General Philippe Monllun in 
upholding the principle that aggression cannot stand in bringing to the 
world the torment and suffering of the people in Bosnia- Herzegovina and 
most vividly in Srebrenica." Gen. Moriilon set up headquarters more than 
two weeks ago in the Muslim town of Srebrenica, under siege by Sere 
forces, and vowed not to leave until U.N. aid got through to the town’s^ 
inhabitants. 
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No final decision on peace 
talks at Damascus meeting 

Picture will be clear after further 
Arab-U.S. talks, Abu Jaber reports 


Combined agency dispatches 
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THE FOUR Arab parties in- 
volved in peace talks with Israel 
Sunday appeared to be opting to 
keep their options open without 
announcing a definite agreement 
. to attend the next round negotia- 
tions with the Jewish state in 
Washington April 20. 

Foreign Ministers of Jordan, 
Syria and Lebanon and the head 
of the Political Department of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) were joined by Egyp- 1 


tian Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
for talks in Damascus on the 
peace process Sunday. 

The talks, which continue 
Monday, revolved around ways 
and means to resolve the crisis 
sparked by Israel's Dec. 17 expul- 
sion of over 400 Palestinians to 
South Lebanon and how to come 
up with a collective response to 
the U.S. -Russian invitation to the 
ninth round of peace talks with 
Israel. 

Kamel Abu Jaber of Jordan 
was quoted as saying that the 
meeting had opted to leave the 


issue of attendance in the talks 
open. 

“The image is not dear yet,” 
be was quoted as saying by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 
“There are meetings between 
U.S. Secretary of State (Warren) 
Christopher and there are Arab 
delegations which w3l participate 
in similar meetings in Washing- 
ton. 

Therefore we left the Damas- 
cus meeering open, in that no 
decision be taken at the moment, 

(Continued on page 5) 



A general view of the Damascus meeting Sunday of Arab parties involved In peace talks with Israel 
(AFP photo) 


Yeltsin, Khasbulatov survive congress fury over deal 

President, speaker escape attempt to remove both of them, but basic crisis unresolved 



Ruslan President Boris Yeltsin, accom p anied by 
government ministers, talks to people in the street 


In a Md to secure popular support in a Kremlin 
power struggle (AFP photo) • 


MOSCOW (Agendes) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin and his chief 
political rival both survived 
attempts Sunday by the Russian 
congress to remove them from 
office. 

But the secret ballot by the 
Congress of People’s Deputies 
left the country's political crisis 
unresolved after a dramatic day 
of unexpected compromise and 
huge street rallies. 

The parliament’s electoral 
commission announced that 617 
legislators voted for Mr. Yeltsin’s 
ouster, well short of the 689 
votes, or two- thirds of the con- 
gress. needed, to remove him. 

Only 268 deputies tfoted 
against impeachment: 

The results also showed that 
Parliamentary Chairman Ruslan 
Khasbulatov survived au attempt 
by congress to sack him. 

A total of 339 deputies voted to 
dismiss Mr. Khasbulatov, short of 
the 517 needed to force his res- 
ignation, and 550 supported him. 

Congress earlier voted to try to 


get rid of both men in a furious 
reaction to a compromise agree- 
ment by the two arch rivals which 
would have called early elections 
and abolished the legislature. 

The compromise enraged the 
legislators because it would have 
eliminated the congress — and 
their jobs — in favour of a 
smaller, bicameral legislature. 

After casting his ballot, Mr. 
Khasbulatov told reporters that 
be had voted for his own dismis- 
sal. u f crossed myself out,” he 
said, referring to the kussian 
voting practice in which voters 
strike out the names of candi- 
dates they do not want. - Mr. 
Khasbulatov did not explain his 
remark. 

Mr. Yeltsin told a crowd of 
about 50,000 supporters who ral- 
lied outside the Kremlin that he 
would not step down, even if the 
congress voted to oust him. 

“I will not obey,” Mr. Yeltsin 
said before the vole look place. 

“I will obey only the will of the 
people," he said, raising a clen- 


ched, right fist at the foot of St. 
Basil's cathedral. 

Hardliners have been calling 
for Mr. Yeltsin's impeachment 
since he announced March 20 
that he was calling a nationwide 
referendum and imposing a 
period of “special rule.” 
Russia's constitutional court 
ruled last week t|ul Mr. Yeltsin’s 
address violated the constitution. 
But he later softened his position, 
issuing a series of decrees without 
any reference to “special rule.” 
That helped deflate the impeach- 
ment effort until Sunday. 

On the first two days of the 
congress, Mr. Yeltsin’s oppo- 
nents were unable to collect 
enough votes to put the impeach- 
ment question on the agenda. 
Outrage over. the compromise 
proposal finally gave them the 
simple majority needed to bring 
the issue to the floor. 

Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Khasbula- 
tov struck the compromise in 

(Continued on page 5) 


House inquiry panel asked to 
probe civil service ‘violations’ 
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By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament Sunday asked its 
Investigations Committee to 
probe allegations of illegal em- 
ployment practices in ministries 
and other government depart- 
ments for possible indictments of 
officials responsible for ' what 
some deputies called crimes 
against society. 

The allegations were included 
in a report by a special panel that 
was set up by the House to 
investigate alleged nepotism in 
civil-service appointments. The 
report, which was presented to 
the House last Sunday, claimed 
that in the last three years. 1 ,334 
positions at 13 ministries and 
government departments were 
filled through illegal procedures. 

The House asked the Investiga- 
tions Committee to provide it 


with a report of its findings, but it 
was not clear bow this could be 
achieved since the House will end 
its last ordinary session on March 
31 and officials have ruled out the 
convening of an extra-ordinary 
session. 

And even though the majority 
of the 30 deputies who spoke on 
the issue Sunday demanded that 
the perpetrators of the alleged 
“constitutional violations” be 
sent to court, the committee will 
not be able to indict any minister 
since the indictment of former 
and present cabinet members has 
to be endorsed by a two-third 
majority vote in the House. 

The decision to refer the case 
to the Investigations Committee, 
however, put the lid on a con-, 
troversial issue that had deputies 
accusing government ministers 
and officials as well as each other 
of favouritism, nepotism and un- 
fairness in awarding work oppor- 


tunities to job seekers. 

Deputies said that the alleged 
nepotism in government hiring is 
a “danger that can increase the 
social threat of poverty and un- 
emloyment” and is a practice that 
makes a mockery of the govern- 
ment’s administrative reform 
programme. 

“(Unfairness in government 
appointments) throws strong 
doubts about the seriousness of 
the administrative reform prog- 
ramme and constitutes a violation 
of the Constitution,” Muslim 
Brotherhood Deputy Hamzeh 
Mansour said. “Nepotism has be- 
come the rule and not the excep- 
tion." 

Holding the present -cabinet 
and its predecessors responsible 
for what Deputy Fawzi Tuaimeh 
called “a dangerous phenomenon 
that has to be stopped," deputies 

(Continued on page 5) 


Contradictions, bitter .rivalry mar 
PLO- Hamas quest for better ties 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — After months of 
dialogue, the relationship be- 
tween the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation and the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) appears to be under- 
going a metamorphosis. 

While the PLO has consis- 
tently backed the U.S.-led 
peace talks, Hamas has consis- 
tently condemned the process 
as a sell-out and given the 
impression that it would not 
accept a Palestinian state or 
entity in anything less than 
pre-1948 Palestine. 

Hamas has no political or 
military programme to back it 
up its hardline stand. lOn fact 
talk of its jihad in the larger 
sense of the word is an un- 
realistic goal, observers say. 

Civil disobedience in the 


occupied territories which is 
increasingly taxing lives on 
both sides of the Palestinian- 
Israeii divide is the maximum 
’’military” assault that the 
Palestinians are able to launch 
against Israel, the observers 
say. 

“While the type of anti- 
occupation activity currently 
taking place in the occupied 
territories may be enough to 
want to make the Israelis with- 
draw, it is by no means a war 
on the traditional sense,” said 
a European diplomat who 
travels to the West Bank fre- 
quently. 

“The Israelis could declare 
war on the Palestinians and 
effectively kill thousands, and 
the Palestinians know this,” 
said the diplomat. “Neither the 
Israelis nor the Palestinians 
favour such an option because 
if the Israelis did this it would 


become an endless war and 
every Palestinian would be- 
come a time-bomb for Israel. 
For the Paleslinains it would 
mean a commitment to never- 
ending warfare because mili- 
tarily they can only weaken 
and intimidate the Israelis but 
never defeat them, Israel has 
the weapons after all.” 

At this stage Hamas and its 
coalition partners, the 10 most- 
ly left-wing groups based in 
Damascus, can make fife more 
difficult for all in the occupied 
territories, but they cannot win 
a military victory, said the di- 
plomat who spoke to the Jor- 
dan Times on condition of 
anonymity. 

Sources close to Hamas say 
that the group is fully aware of 
their military limitations and 
that a military victory is not the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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U.S. ponders how to push democracy in Mideast 

Perhaps the most encouraging model from Washington ’s point of view is Jordan 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The 

Clinton administration is 
grappling with the dilemma 
of how to apply its passion for 
democracy and human rights 
to the troubled Middle East. 

President Bill Clinton 
came to power accusing his 
predecessor, George Bush, 
of coddling dictators around 
the worid and promising he 
would not do the same. 

His Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher has spoken 
frequently of the importance 
he attaches to human rights 
and has nominated former 
Colorado Senator Tim Wirth 
to fill a newly created post 
with global responsibility for 
advancing democracy and hu- 
man rights. 

Yet when it comes to the 
Middle East, this policy runs 


into a dilemma: Most, if not 
all of Washington's key Arab 
allies, including Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia, are non- 
democratic and are 
threatened by Islamic fun- 
damentalists hostile both to 
U.S. interests and Western 
values. 

The policy emerging in the 
State Department seems to 
be to uy to nudge Arab 
leaders to take slow, cautious 
steps in the direction of poli- 
tical and economic reform in 
the hope of heading off a* 
perceived Islamic threat. 

* “This administration gives 
a very high priority to human 
rights and demonetisation 
and we tell our friends that 
the word ‘stability* is not a 
static phrase that just means 
security in the military or 
police sense,” said one senior 
U.S. official, who did not 


want to be named. 

“Stability in its true sense 
is also equated with social 
justice,” he said. 

“To the extent that these 
societies can elaborate their 
policies both towards more 
political participation and on 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

privatisation, we think in the 
long term the issues of social 
justice can be much more 
effectively dealt with and true 
stability can come into 
being.” 

But that’s easier said than 
done. Washington has two 
scary models before its eyes 
when surveying the region. 
First is Iran where a pro- 
American authoritarian lead- 
er was swept away by an 
Islamic government seen 
here as a threat to U.S. in- 


terests throughout the re- 
gion. 

Second is Algeria, where 
the army stepped in at the 
last minute to prevent Islamic 
radicals winning power in an 
election. Now, the military- 
backed government is en- 
gaged in a tough day-to-day 
struggle against unrest and 
mounting economic difficul- 
ties with the Islamic “threat” 
far from extinguished. 

The problem with allowing 
fundamentalists to win office 
through elections is that once 
in power there is no certainty 
they would ever give it up. 
officials say. 

“The principal position of 
every major fundamentalist 
thinker is that democracy is 
opposed to Islam and that 
Islam is superior,” said Mar- 
tin Kramer, an Israeli Arabist 
from the Dayan Centre in Tel 


Aviv. 

“Once established in pow- 
er, they would be duty-bound 
to preserve the Islamic state. 
One does not vote for or 
against God. One obeys 
Him,” he siad. 

Against this, Graham Ful- 
ler of the Rand Corporation 
argues that current Middle 
East governments are unten- 
able and Islamic forces are 
bound to gam power. The 
United States should prepare 
for this rather than seeking to 
avert it. 

“Something is going to give 
fairly soon m many countries 
in the Middle East. As demo- 
cracy comes, to the region, it 
will be alinosc universally 
destabilising,” be said. 

“But what is the alterna- 
tive? We must get through 
the process,” said Mr. Fuller 
at a recent debate at the 


Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy. 

According to this theory, 
the only way to combat fun- 
damentalism is to bring it into 
the system, where it will 
weaken over time. 

“Let the Muslim fun- 
damentalist take over the 
cities. Let people see how 
they run them. We need the 
phased introduction of demo- 
cracy,” said Mr. Fuller. 

Perhaps the most en- 
couraging model from 
Washington’s viewpoint is in 
Jordan, where King Hussein 
has allowed Islamic parties to 
win a substantial share of 
seats in a national assembly 
and is moving towards free 
party elections. 

“It’s working. It’s difficult 
but it’s a policy of inclusion,” 
said the U.S. official of die 
Jordanian experiment. 


Settler stabbed 
to death in Gaza 

Gaza sealed off 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An Israeli settler 
was stabbed to death Sunday as 
he was building a house in a 
Jewish settlement in the occupied 
Gaza Strip, the army and resi- 
dents said. 

The killing, the latest in a wave 
of Arab-Israeli violence, brought 
demands by settlers for strong 
steps against Palestinians in 
Gaza. But Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin urged Israelis not to 
be swayed from the path of 
peace. 

“We have to support the way 
we are headed, despite the pain 
of terror," Mr. Rabin told mem- 
bers of his Labour Party. 

Palestinian workers found Sun- 
day's victim, Yehuda Gawi, 49, 
stabbed to death in the settlement 
of Nisanit at the northern end of 
the Gaza Strip, said Haim 
Trabel&i, the settlement secret- 
ary. 

Two workers stabbed Gawi, 
stole his gun and fled towards the 
nearby town of Beit Hanoun, 
Israel Radio reported. The army 
confirmed the death but said it 
had no details. 

Gawi was from the town of 
Ashkeion, just north of the Gaza 
Strip, the radio said. 


Israel said Sunday it would 
ban Palestinians from the 
occupied Gaza Strip entering 
the Jewish state for an Indefi- 
nite period due to rising vio- 
lence. “In light of the number 
of atinefcki that have occurred 
lately in the Gaza Strip it was 
decided today after consulta- 
tion in Ihe security system to 
Impose closure on the Gaza 
Strip,** an army spokesman 
said. The ban will lake effect ■ 
at 3 a.m. on Monday, the 
spokesman said. He said the 
duration of the closure had yet 
to be derided. 

After the slaying, about 2<XI 
Jewish settlers blocked a road 
near the settlement, burned tyres 
and threw stones at cars carrying 
Palestinian workers buck from 
jobs in Israel, Arab reports said. 

Gawi was the fifth Israeli killed 
in the Gaza Strip this month. A 
total of 10 Israelis and 24 Palesti- 
nians have been slain during the 
month in Israel and the occupied 
territories. 

(Continued on page 3) 


French rightists 
rout Socialists 


PARIS (Agencies) — France’s 
conservative opposition com- 
pleted a general election rout of 
the ruling Socialists on Sunday 
and was set to win an unpre- 
cedented 482 ,of the 577 National 
Assembly seats, reliable compu- 
ter forecasts said. 

Opposition leader Jacques 
Chirac, .claiming victory for his 
centre-right alliance, pledged that 
ihe new French government 
would show tolerance towards all 
voters. 

, “The government ... will be the 
government of all French people, 
which must act with firmness, 
moderation and tolerance,” Mr. ' 
Chirac said in a televised state- 
ment. 

Mr. Chirac spoke after Social- 
ist leader Laurent Fabius con- 
ceded defeat. 

“The left has suffered a very 
severe defeat. The right domin- 
ates more or less everything,” 
Mr. Fabius said in a televised 
statement after learning he had 
won back his seat in the Paris 
suburbs. 

“It will take time to recover. 
New ideas, new behaviour what 
we need is a sea change which 
concerns everyone on the left,” 
he added. 

In a call echoing the “big bang” 
idea urged by his Socialist rival 
Michel Rocard, he said different 


left-wing forces — Socialists, 
Ecologists, and others — should 
join together. 

Mr. Fabius also urged the new. 
government to respect Socialist' 
President Francois Mitterrand. 

Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas failed to retain his seat. 

Mr. Rocard, Socialist candi- 
date to succeed Mr. Mitterrand as 
president in 1995, also lost his 
parliamentay seat. 

Official results showed he won 
46.5 per cent of the vote in 
Conflans Sainie Honorine west of 
Paris, compared with 53.5 per 
cent for conservative Pierre Car- 
do. “We've ail lost and so have 
1,” Mr. Rocard said on television. 

The setback was all the more 
humiliating because, us prime 
minister, he had helped Mr. Cur- 
do up the political ladder by 
appointing him to a national 
council on urban affairs. 

“It (the win) was the voters’ 
choice of (he man who worked on 
the ground,” Mr. Cardo said. 

Mr. Rocard, 62 talked of the 
need for an overhaul of the left. 
“This punishment calls for a re- 
naissance, starting tomorrow 
morning,” he added. 

“Don’t let’s bury it (the Social- 
ist Party) too soon. What’s dead 


(Continued on page 3) 


Letter claiming New York 
blast said linked to suspects 


NEW YORK (R) — Police re- 
vealed Sunday that suspects 
arrested in the World Trade Cen- 
tre bombing sent a letter saying 
the attack was to protest Amer- 
ican policy in the Middle East and 
warned 130 suicidal soldiers were 
poised for more attacks including 
against “nuclear targets.” 

In what appeared a major 
breakthrough in determining the 
long-sought motive for the bomb- 
ing, investigators said they had 
linked a letter sent to the New 
York Times four days after the 
blast with the Five suspects 
arrested so far. 

The letter, from a group called 
the Liberation Army Fifth Batta- 
lion, angrily protested U.S., 
Israeli and other “dictator coun- 
tries” policies in the Middle East 
and warned of future action 
against U.S. civilian and military 
targets. 

The New York Times, which 
received the letter four days after 
the Feb. 26 bombing which killed 
six and injured, 1,000, had im- 
mediately turned it over to law 
enforcement officials but re- 
printed the letter in its Sunday 
editions. 

In a page-one report, the news- 
paper said authorities confirmed 
the letter was connected with the 
suspects being held in the case. 

“there is no question that the 
letter was prepared by a member 
of this cell,” a senior investigator, 
told the newspaper, in reference 


to the five suspects being held in 
connection with the case. 

“We've been told that it is 
authentic,” Suzanne Traszoff, a 
spokeswoman for the New York 
City police department, told Reu- 
ters. 

The letter warned more attacks 
would follow unless the United 
States ended diplomatic relations 
with Israel, halted aid to the 
Jewish state, and did not interfere 
in the internal affaire of Middle 
Eastern countries. 

The newspaper said govern- 
ment officials had never heard of 
the group named in the letter, 
and reported that research had 
turned up no previous references 
to any organisation by that name. 

The brother of Mahmoud Abu 
Halima, who police say was the 
mastermind of the plot, told Reu- 
ters late Saturday he was unfamil- 
iar with the organisation named 
in the letter. 

“I never heard of it,” Moham- 
mad Abu Halima said in a tele- 
phone interview. 

The letter, in English, said 
(exact text): “We are, the Fifth 
Battalion in the Liberation 
Army, declare our responsibility 
for the explosion on the men- 
tioned building. This action was 
done in response for the Amer- 
ican political, economic and milit- 
ary support to Israel, the state of 
terrorism and to the rest of the 

(Continued on 3 j 
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Iran slams Algeria’s decision to cut ties 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran 
branded Algeria's cutting of di- 
plomatic ties with Tehran an irra- 
tional decision and said Sunday it 
was designed to divert attention 
from internal troubles. 

“The decision has been taken 
on the basis of a false and hasty 
analysis of the internal situation 
iii Algeria.” Iran’s IRNA news 
agency quoted Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Morteza Sarmadi as 
saying. 

The Algerian presidency said 
Saturday it was breaking ties with 
Tehran, accusing it of interfering 
in Algeria's internal affairs and 
supporting Muslim fundamental- 
ists locked in a bloody struggle 
against military backed rulers. 

“The Algerian government, in 
a bid to mislead the public opin- 
ion from realities and to cover up 
unstable circumstances as well as 
the' internal instability stemming 
from overlooking the votes and 
views of the people of that coun- 
try. has always tried to attribute 
its internal troubles to overseas." 
Mr. Sarmadi said. 

Iran's relations with Algeria 
soured after military- backed rul- 
ers took over in Algeria in Janu- 
ary 1992 and cancelled general 
elections which Muslim militants 
were poised to win. 

Iran denounced the move as a 
Western-inspired plan to thwart 
Muslims’ progress through the 
ballot box and condemned the 
subsequent crackdown on Mus- 
lim fundamentalist groups. 

But it has repeatedly denied 


Algeria's accusing that it inter- 
fered in its internal affairs. 

Mr. Sarmadi said Algerians 
were a “Muslim and heroic peo- 
ple" who wanted to tread an 
independent path. “The only way 
to come out of the present diffi- 
culties is (for the Algerian gov- 
ernment) to respect the votes and 
views of the nation," he said. 

Algiers recalled its ambassador 
to Tehran in January 1992 and 
reduced links with Iran to a sym- 
bolic level last November. 

IRNA said Iran's caretaker di- 
plomat at its Algiers embassy was 
summoned to the Algerian Fore- 
ign Ministry Saturday to be in- 
formed of the decision to severe 
diplomatic ties. He and two other 
embassy staff were given 72 hours 
to leave, it said. 

Algeria is the second African 
country to cut diplomatic ties 
with Iran this month. 

Zambia severed relations with 
Iran and Iraq on March 11, accus- 
ing them or involvement in an 
alleged opposition coup attempt. 
Tehran denied the charge and 
said Lusaka's decision was in- 
spired by foreign powers. 

The Algerian decision to break 
ties with Iran followed nation- 
wide marches early this week 
condemning “terrorism," during 
which marchers chanted “neither 
Tehran, nor Khartoum — (an) 
Algerian Algeria." 

The presidency, in a statement 
carried by the official news agen- 
cy APS, said: 

“Analysing the international 


situation and particularly the in- 
terference of certain countries in 
Algeria's internal affairs, as wel- 
las their declared support for 
terrorism, the high Committee of 
State (HCE) has decided to break 
diplomatic relations with Iran and 
recall our ambassador to Sudan.” 

Algeria terms as “terrorists" 

the armed fundamentalist groups 
blamed for killing more than 600 
people in the past year. 

State television later quoted a 
Foreign Ministry spokesman as 
saying: “This decision comes af- 
ter the multiplication of actions 
showing the intervention of offi- 
cial Iranian milieu in the internal 
affairs of Algeria.'* 

The aims of this policy “were 
not only to destabilise Algeria but 
the whole of the Muslim world 
and to undermine the image of 
Islam in the world,” APs quoted 
him as saying. 

Egypt, battling fundamentalist 
attacks which have hit its key 
tourist industry, has also accused 
Tehran of trying to export “Isla- 
mic revolution." with Sudan 
acting as surrogate. 

The Algerian ministry spokes- 
man was quoted as saying its 
ambassador in Khartoum was 
being recalled “because of the 
support of this country to terror- 
ist activities.” 

Algiers recalled its ambassador 
to Tehran after what the Foreign 
Ministry, quoted by APS, termed 
a “virulent press campaign" in 


Iran against Algeria. 

In November, the Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement: “For 
more than a year, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran has led a cam- 
paign of interference and open 
hostility against Algeria and its 
institutions.” 

Algeria is under an indefinite 
state of emergency, and its capital 
and six other areas are under 
night curfew as security forces 
battle the fundamentalist groups. 

Last week, in what many Alge- 
rian commentators saw as a 
change of tactics, armed men 
killed a former education minis- 
ter, a doctor and a senior official. 

The attack fuelled the existing 
outrage over killings of security 
forces. Last Monday, hundreds of 
thousands of Algerians streamed 
into the streets of the capital and 
towns throughout the country in a 
powerful rejection of violence 
and “terrorism.” 

The presidency, after meeting 
on Saturday, said: “The HCE 
considers that the national march 
of March 22, 1993 expressed the 
Algerian people's determination 
to mobilise to eradicate terrorism 
whose real aim is the destruction 
of the state and the nation.” 

The march showed Algerians 
condemned “terrorism and all 
those who, by political bidding 
tactics, justify and support it,” 
the presidency added. It prom- 
ised to take “adequate measures 
to put an end to this phenomenon 
(terrorism).” 


Police suppressed findings showing 
Netanyahu charges were baseless 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s 
police chief suppressed conclu- 
sions of an investigation into 
charges made by Likud opposi- 
tion party leader Binyamin 
Netanyahu against a rival, help- 
ing Mr. Netanyahu win the lead- 
ership, Israel Television reported 
Saturday. 

'Mr. Netanyahu charged in 
January that “a senior Likud 
figure surrounded by mafia 
types" attempted to blackmail his 
wife with information about an 
extramarital affair. 

At the time, the telegenic 
Netanyahu told a startled Israel 
he would foil his rival's plan by 
coming dean about his adultery 


and by bringing charges against 
his supposed blackmailers. 

The media quickly understood 
the “senior Likud figure" to be 
former Foreign Minister David 
Levy, Mr. Netanyahu’s main rival 
in the leadership race, which took 
place Wednesday and which Mr. 
Netanyahu easily won. 

Senior police figures said In- 
spector Genera] Yaacov Temer 
suppressed police findings, avail- 
able days before the Likud race, 
showing the charges were 
groundless, Israel TV said. 

Mr. Netanyahu had been the 
innocent dupe of the lies and 
machination^-of a private detec- 
tive with a shady past on his 
payroll, the TV said. 


Renewed fighting reported 
between rebel groups in Sudan 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — Two 
rival factions of the fragmented 
Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) rebel movement have 
clashed in Kongor, southern 
Sudan, one of the groups re- 
ported Sunday. 

A statement from the Nasir 
faction, which broke away from 
SPLA founder John Garang's - 
mainstream group last year, said 
a Garang group led by Dior 
Ajang attacked rival forces early 
Saturday. 

There was heavy fighting but 
the statement gave no report of 
casualties. 

The Nasir group accused Col- 
onel Garang of using the respite 


(gained by his recent announce- 
ment of a ceasefire in the long- 
running war with the Sudanese 
government to launch attacks on 
breakaway SPLA factions. 

2 police officers killed 

A lone attacker burst into a 
Khartoum police station and shot 
dead two police officers and 
wounded a third, the Sudan News 
Agency (SUNA) reported Sun- 
day. 

It said the man had just been 
released on bail on a previous 
charge when he seized a gun from 
a policeman guarding a building 
went to the police station and 
opened fire at random. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraq to attend Arab ministers meeting 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq is to attend an Arab foreign ministers 
meeting scheduled for April 18, in Cairo, the ruling Baath Party 
newspaper reported Sunday. “Iraq will participate in the ministe- 
rial meeting of the Arab League Council to be held at Arab foreign 
ministers level,” the newspaper said. A1 Thawra, quoting an 
authorised source, said Iraq’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Saeed 
A1 Sahaf will bead the Iraqi delegation. 

Obesity increasing in Kuwait, officials say 

KUWAIT (R) — Obesity is on the rise in Kuwait and already 
affects half the adult population, a Health Ministry official said in 
remarks published Sunday. Zamzam Al Mosa, secretary-general 
for food affairs at the Ministry of Public Health, said 49 per cent of 
adult men residents and 59 per cent of adult women residents 
currently suffered from various stages of overweight, the Arab 
Times reported. He gave no breakdown by nationality of the 
incidence among the 1.3 million population, which comprised an 
estimated 620,000 Kuwaiti citizens and up to 700,000 foreigners 
and stateless Arabs. The incidence of obesity ranged between 10 to 
27 peT cent among various categories of students aged from six to 
17, the English-language newspaper quoted him as saying. Mr. 
Mosa gave no comparative figures for previous periods. 

Moroccan election delay confirmed 

RABAT (R) — King Hassan U ann6unced Saturday that Moroc- 
co’s parliamentary elections would be postponed eight weeks to 
June 25. Confirming a delay already reported in the news media, 
be said the postponement was necessary to allow electoral rolls to 
be brought up to date, to print documents and ballots, and for 
other practical reasons. The election, the first parliamentary vote 
for eight years, had been scheduled on April 30. The king spoke at 
a traditional ceremony before hundreds of officials after the feast 
of 'Eid Al Fitr. He said the elections, which he has promised will be 
fair and honest, would be “a mirror to reflect the true image of 
Moroccan citizens." 

Morocco plans public works in drought areas 

RABAT (R) — King Hassan announced a six billion dirham ($650 
million) public works programme Saturday to provide employment 
in rural areas of Morocco stricken by two years of drought. The 
king said funds would be invested in dams to irrigate 250,000 
hectares , 3,500 kilometres of roads, forestry and wells. He said the 
programme would aid 300,000 fanners directly and 1.5 million 
indirectly. The king spoke after a traditional ceremony in which 
hundreds of officials pledged their loyalty to the throne after the 
feast of ’Eid Al Fitr. Some regions lost 90 per cent of cereal crops in 
the past two years due to drought, an Interior Ministry official said 
at the ceremony. 

Flares found under seat on Cairo bus 

CAIRO (AP) — Police jittery a day after a bomb exploded in 
downtown Cairo evacuated a bus Sunday after a passenger found 
flares left under one of the seats. A police official, who requested 
anonymity, said a passenger found three flares in a plastic bag 
under a seat while die bus went through Ataba Square, the same 
location as the latest blast. The source said the bus was immediate- 
ly cleared and explosive experts defused the flares. On Saturday, a 
bomb blew up in a civil defence building at Ataba while officers 
tried to defuse it after a security man found it near a parked police 
car. The officer killed in the explosion. Major- Samir Mansour, 35, 
was buried Sunday. 


Egypt risks Islamic backlash from surrendering bombing suspect 




By William C. Mann" 

The Associated Press 

CAIRO — Egypt’s govern- 
ment risks an Islamic backlash 
for letting American agents 
take an Egyptian suspect to 
New York to face charges in 
the World Trade Centre bomb- 
ing. 

"People are going to start 
wondering why he was turned 
in." lawyer Abdul Halim Man- 
bour said Thursday. “It could 
spark a strong reaction among 
the people." 

Mr. Manbour represents 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, 
a hardline Egyptian cleric. The 
U.S. government has linked 
his followers with the Feb. 26 
bombing that killed six people 
and injured more than I. (XXI. 

Tensions between the gov- 
ernment and Muslim extrem- 
ists arc high throughout Egypt. 

On Thursday, police 
stormed an alleged hideout in 
Abu Tig. just outside the fon- 
dumentalist stronghold of 
Assiut 3211 kilometres south of 
Cairo. Police said a militant 
was killed and two policemen 
wounded in the shootout. 

U.S. officials have identified 
Mahmoud Abu Halima, 33, as 
a prime suspect in the trade 
centre bombing. He was spi- 
rited out of Egypt on Wednes- 
day in a U.S.-chartered jet 
under still unexplained cir- 
cumstances. 


After" * 24-hour silence, 
Egypt said Thursday it did not 
stand in the way when Mr. 
Abu Halima. identified by the 
Egyptian government as an 
American, volunteered to 
accompany American agents 
back to the United States. 

But Hosni Nagdi, a Muslim 
extremist on the run from the 
authorities, said the “Egyptian 
regime is totally submissive to 
the United States." 

“Egypt surrendered him im- 
mediately, without even caring 
about how the Egyptian people 
feel about it,” he said in an 
interview with the Associated 
Press. 

Such emotions illustrate the 
sensitivity of Egypt’s position. 
The strongest Arab ally of the 
United States, Egypt faces a 
surge in violence by Islamic 
extremists trying to overthrow 
President Hosni Mubarak's 
secular government and install 
a religious state. 

Mr. Manbour compared the 
current crisis to that involving 
Libya. which is shielding two 
men accused of bombing Pan 
Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, in 1980. By refusing 
to surrender the alleged gov- 
ernment agents for trial in the 
United States or Britain. Libya 
incurred sanctions from the 
IJnited Nations that have cost 
it billions of dollars. 

"The Egyptian government 
doesn't want to enter a prob- 
lem like Lockerbie and have 


sanctions imposed on it,” Mr. 
Manbour said- “The govern- 
ment turned him in because it 
is afraid of America. It does 
not want to be accused of 
harbouring terrorists." 

The Egyptian government 
denied for days that Mr. Abu 
Halima had entered Egypt, but 
all along he was in custody. 

In explaining why Egypt 
allowed him to accompany the 
American agents, the Interior 
Ministry said Thursday that 
Mr. Abu Halima is an Amer- 
ican and volunteered to return 
to his adopted homeland. 

Under Egyptian Law. a per- 
son born in the countiv cannot 
renounce his citizenship. Inter- 
pretations vary over whether 
an Egyptian can be extradited. 
At any rate, the only extradi- 
tion treaty with the United 
States dates from 1874, when 
Egypt was a part of the now- 
defunct Ottoman empire. It 
never has been tested. 

In Washington, Vem Jervis, 
spokesman for the Immigra- 
tion and Nationalisation Ser- 
vice, denied that Mr. Abu 
Halima has American 
citizenship. Mr. Jervis said he 
entered the United States on a 
German passport and is consi- 
dered an Egyptian on the list of 
permanent residents. 

Mr. Abu Halima is married 
to a German and has three 
sons and a daughter. The fami- 
ly accompanied him to his pa- 
rents' house in Kafr Al Diwar, 


An Egyptian policeman, carrying (be aims be 
seized, escorts an arrested man suspected of being 


an extremist in the town of ManTaJkmt, 380 
kilometres sooth of Cairo (AFP photo) 


a village south of Alexandria 
where he was born and was 
arrested. 

Some lawyers questioned 
the legality of the transfer, 
especially without formal ex- 
tradition. 

“Normally you have to go 
through court hearing," said 
Ali Al Shalakany, a Cairo 
attorney. “They may be using 
this military law, but 1 don't 
(know) about the legality of that. 


...You know, we’re living 
under martial law." ■ 

Since Islamic extremists 
assassinated President Anwar 
Sadat in 1981, Egypt has been 
under continuous “emergency 
rule.” which extends broad 
powers of arrest and detention. 
In its annual reports on human 
rights in Egypt, the U.S. State 
Department has strongly criti- 
cised the laws. 


Asked why the Egyptian 
government would keep details 
of Mr. Abu Halima’s transfer 
secret, opposition parliamenta- 
rian Kama! Khaled said the 
operation required secrecy to 
avoid a fundamentalist back- 
lash. 

“They are afraid," Mr. 
Khaled said. "That’s why they 
are taking their precaution and 
trying not to provoke any- 
thing." 


U.S. said to protest 
‘Iraq-Iran oil deal 5 

White House denies any shift 
in policy vis-a-vis Saddam 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The Clinton administration 
secretly protested to Iran last 
week about a large oil shipment it 
received from Iraq in apparent 
violation of U.N. trade sanctions, 
the Washington Post reported. 

The paper said senior U.S. 
officials, who were not identified 
by name, expressed concern that 
the shipment could signal an 
agreement between Iran and Iraq 
to flout the trade sanctions im- 
posed on Iraq by the United 
Nations Security Council after 
the 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

The report in the paper’s Sun- 
day editions quotes U.S. officials 
as saying Iran responded to the 
U.S. protest by insisting it was 
respecting the trade embargo. 

. But the Post said U.S. intelli- 
gence sources are convinced the 
shipment was too large to have 
taken place without the Iranian 
government’s knowledge. 

The paper said the shipment 
appeared to have involved dozens 
of tanker trucks, but said its 
sources declined to identify the 
shipment's route or provide other 
details. 

The report said U.S. officials 
were not sure how much oil was 
involved, but that it was too much 
to pass for a low grade smuggling 
operation. 

The Post said the protest to 
Iran was issued through diploma- 
tic intermediaries, but that offi- 
cials refused to say what countries 
were involved. The United States 
has not bad diplomatic relations 
with Iran since 1979 and routinely 
communicates with the Iranian 
government through the Swiss 
government. 

The administration has not de- 
cided whether to make a formal 
protest to the United Nations, the 
paper said. 


A White House spokesman 
said meanwhile President Bill 
■Clinton does not believe Iraqi 
president Saddam Hussein will be 
able to remain in power and 
comply folly with all U.N. resolu- 
tions involving Iraq. 

George Stephanopoulos, the 
White House communications 
director, said in a telephone in- 
terview with Reuters that there 
has been no change in Mr. Gin- 
‘ ton's approach to dealing with the 
Iraqi leader. 

He denied a report in the 
Washington Post that the admi- 
nistration would issue a statement 
Monday making clear that 
Washington was no longer expli- 
citly demanding President Sad- 
dam be ousted before it lifted 
economic sanctions on Iraq. 

The spokesman insisted that 
Mr. Clinton's policy on Iraq was 
“the one we’ve had ever since 
he’s been in office.” 

“Our primary goal is to have 
Iraq comply fully with all U.N. 
Security Council resolutions. We 
don't believe Saddam can comply 
folly with these resolutions and 
still remain in power,” he said. 

Mr. Stephanopoulos dismissed 
a question on whether the Clin- 
ton administration could accept 
President Saddam's remaining in 
power if all U.N. resolutions 
were honoured. 

“It's a non-issue,” he said. 
“The practical effect is the same. 
We don't believe be can comply 
with all U.N. resolutions and still 
remain in power. 

“There is no indication that be 
can. He is not in compliance with 
any of the resolutions right now 
and there’s no reason to believe, 
that he ever will be in com- 
pliance." he said. “It’s just not 
going to happen.” 



Polish, Indian and Turkish 
diplomats return to Kabul 

KABUL. (AP) — Poland Satur- But several leaders, including 
day sent back its diplomats to find Prendent Burhanuddi^ Rabbam, 
out whether it Is safe to return to haw -indicated , they would .not 
the baTtered ' Afghan capital and -attend the meeting; which will be 


reopen r tHe embassy. 

. Earlier this week, Indian and 
Turkish diplomats returned to 
Kabul to gauge the chances for a 
durable peace in a city divided 
among the warring rebel groups 
that replaced communist rule ami 
have been struggling for nearly a 
year to establish a government. 

Poland -dosed its mission in 
Kabul as outlaw rebels bom- 
barded the dty, killing more than 
2,500 people, most of them civi- 
lians. India and Turkey shut 
down their embassies in February 
when rebels again pounded the 
dty and killed more than 1,000 
people. 

Only five of about 40 embassies 
— Pakistan, Iran, Saudi Arabia, 
North Korea and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation — still 
operate, but only with skeleton 
staffs. 


headetf by Prime Minister-desig- 
nate Gnlbuddin Hekmatyar, 
leader of the radical Hezb-e-Isla- 
mi faction that pounded the capit- 
al with thousands of rockets in a 
bid to unseat the lslamic govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Rabbani and Mr. Hek- 
matyar have publidy promised to 
work together to restore peace 
and stability to the capital. But 
tensions rose among their follow- 
ers, who accused each other of 
trying to assassinate their leaders. 

Mr. Hekmatyar’s forces con- 
tend a mine planted in the road 
was detonated by remote control 
just minutes before he passed by. 
Mr. Rabbani’s forces, mean- 
while, contend his convoy was 
fired Monday while passing 
through an area south of Kabul 


operate, but only with skeleton controlled by Mr. Hekmatyar’s 
staffs. fighters. 

The rocket and mortar attacks 

on Kabul and its devastated sub- P” 

mhs stopped Tuesday for Eid Al StSSB* iSSF JS 

Despite a ceasefire and power- Sg ''^? r ^L M f° od *? y ' Mr ' 
sharing agreement signed earlier Msmv^’af.rh* ®°\ 

this month in Pakistan by eight of - th P7 

the nine main rebel griitpsTfew tt00ps 

believe i, will las, lonffiast a ^ 

%ZS in ^y~n b g e Z 

rebel, groups fighting for Lre 

__ . _ . . _ am, y would not recognise any 

me rebel chiefs are supposed cabinet that excluded Mr. 
to meet Monday at an undis- Masoud. 


closed location around Kabul to 
try again to form a cabinet. A 
three-day meeting last week 
failed to resolve the most conten- 
tious and divisive issues. 


“There will be no stability in 
this cabinet and the fighting win 
start again,” Gen. Momin said. 
“We will not recognise this 
cabinet." 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary uf Nazareth Church Swcfflcfa. 

Tel. MONO 

Assemblies of (W Church, Tel. 
6327X5. 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annoodatkm Tel. 
6374*1. 

Dr h Salk- Church Tel. 1*1757 
Tin iff Church Tel: 622366 
Church of tbe AwnineiaUosi Tel 
623541 


Anglican Church Tel. h52X2f>. Tel. 
62X54. V 

Armodan CathoBc Chord) Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 
7752ft 1. 

SL Ephrafan Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Chnrcfa Td: 
K2432X. 

The Church of Jew Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. K2.1X24. *54032. 
Church of Uk Nazanrar Tel. 675W1. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hy tbe Department of 
Meteondt^y. 

A drop in temperatures will take 
place and mhoc clouds will appear at 
luw ullitudc*. Winds will be Miutb* 
westerly moderate in troth. In Aqaba, 
winds will he Miulhcriy moderate and 
seas rough. 

Min./Max. temp. 

Amman X / IV 

Aqaba 15 / 27 

Deserts 6/21 

Jordan Valley 13/ 26 

Yesterday’s high icmperatntvs: Am- 
man 2ft. Aqaba 32 Humidity reading; 
Amman 16 per cent. Aqaba 17 per 
cent. 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Jamal Jaturi 796464) 

Dr. Mohammad Al Ghoul 79(17311. 

Dr. Yahya Abdul Rahim 736(772 

Dr. Mahmoud Al Hindi X987X7 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Fcrduws pharmacy 775036 

Al A.«cma pharmacy £37055 

Nainnikh pharmacy <23672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacnub pharmacy 644945 

Sbmd&uni pharmacy 537660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najih pharmacy H47632 


IRBUk 

Dr. Mohammad AlTa'ani f — ) 

AlqiMfc pharmacy ( — J 


ZAJWJA: 

Dr. Naster Ibrahim 

Khalifch pharmacy ........ 


<-) 

....... 9X54IB 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Crvil Defence Department ...... 661 111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63(041 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PoDoc 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade K9I22X* 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway ftdicc 843402 

Traffic Police K96390 

PltWic Security Dcpartatcnl 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 89746 

Amman Municipality 

Com plaints 7K7II1 

Telephone information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calk 1)10231) 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs...... 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773! 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 6801011 

Jordan Etectridry Authority ...KIS61S 


Electric Power 

Company 6 36381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200* 

Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport. 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN; 

Hussein Medical Centre ..... 813813/32 
Khalkfi Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity, J. Aron.... 642441/2 

Jobal Amman Maternity 642362 

Madias. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Ai-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali .......... 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 664164ft 

Italian. At-Muhajnxn ... 777101/3 

ALBashir, J. Ashrafieh 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Ouccn Ala Hospital 602240/50 

Anal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 709)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)9005#) 

IbnSna Hospital (091986732 

Al Hitana Modern Hospital (09)990990 


DUUO: 

Princess Basra Hospital . 
Greek Catholic Hospital 
Ibn A] Nifccs Hospital — 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital ._ 


(02 )275555 

(G2JZ7Z275 
(02)247100 

(03)3141!! 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is s up plied try Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) informaiioe depart- 
ment at the Ouccn AEa International 
Airport Tci. (08)53200 5. where it 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tarmlnal 1) 

!fr“ - -Sanaa (RI) 

09M Jeddah (RJ) 

9 M 5 Riyadh (RJ) 

•fcIS - Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

0WS Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

IBM Nqw DdU (RJ) 


Beirut (RJ) 

!£??? Cairo (RJ) 

—y... Rmdh(RJ) 

J*;* — Casablanca. Turns (RJ) 

2Z:2B London (RI) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 


— Khartoum (SU) 

ES AdcafAL) 

iKr Cairo (MS) 

Abo Dtelb, • Doha (GF) 

.. Istanbul (TK) 

JS2 Khartoum (SU) 

— Dubai. Damascus (EM) 

21:85 Vienna. Lamaca (OS) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FUghtB 

(Terminal 1) 

London (RJ) 

JilS Toronto NtontrealfRj) 

13*8 "rSsSS! 

*5 - bias s 


>* London (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

. I oronio Montreal (RJ) 

•• London (RJ) 

............ Frankfurt (Rj) 

-.Cairo (RJ) 

...... Dubai. Karachi (RJ) 

raw. Doha (RJ) 
Abu Dhabi. Muscat (Rj) 


Other nights (Terminal 2) 


•fclS Bonn (ME) 

*•35 Cairo (MS) 

1M8 Aden (AL) 

I3r4j 

Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muscat (GF) 

15d)t Istanbul QIC) 

2MI Dubai (EM) 

22*8 Khartoum (RJ) 


market prices 

Upperdower price m fifs per kg. 

TOT 550 

"“•ana TDO/TU) 

Banana (Mulummarj ........ 640 / 640 

5521 ■; 1100/900 

SS® 0 

Sfc::::::;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; ZiS 

gombers (small) 300/200 

20» 150 

370 / 300 

™ fTOW 0«8C) 300/200 

(small) 440 / 350 

"riio / 180 

§2“ p « recn > 220/160 

£PPw(bot). 800,400 

{S*" 15 *®*) - 600 / 400 

- 221V 140 

5pBM,dl — * — 120/60 
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Home News 


NMC string quartet 
to compete in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Members of 
'Quartet 

Music Conservatory (NMC) of 
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Noor A1 Hussein Foundation. 
(NHF) will take part in the Inter- 
national Chamber Music Com- 
petition, in Osaka, Japan next 
month. 

The NMC String Quartet, 
made up of musicians Aram 
Zarasyan and Mohammad Ah 
Abbas on the violin, Samir Jawad 
on the cello, and Farkad A1 Wat- 
tar, on the viola, was tape- 
anditioned by a highly Qualified 
jury in charge of nominating com- 
peting ensembles. 

Op the eve of the international 
music contest, the quartet will 
give two public concerts in 
Beirut, one today at the American 
University of Beirut (AUB) and 
another on Wednesday March 31. 

The second concert will be 
performed on the occasion of the 
inauguration of the newly- 


& 


established ball of tee" Faculty of 
Medicine at Saint Joseph uni- 
versity. 

Both concerts are co-sponsored 
NMC, Royal Jordanian and 
Lebanese Jeunesse Musicale. 

The concert programme in- 
cludes three pieces: two by the 
German composer Beethoven 
and the other by Belgian compos- 
er Gossec. 

String quartets are rare in the 
world because they require mnsi- 
dans who can crate a balance 
between professional skills, rap- 
port and maturity. 

Established in 1986 through the 
efforts of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, and with funding from the 
Jordan Society in Washington, 
D.C., the National Music Con- 
servatory offers young Jordanians 
the opportunity to develop their 
musical talents through individual 
and group instruction on a wide 
range of musical Instruments. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Princess Sarvath attends students theatre festival 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath A1 
Hassan will Thursday patronize theatrical performances by 
Jordanian private schools to be held at the International 
Baccalaureate School Theatre on the occasion of International 
Theatre Day. Theatrical groups from the Baccalurcate, AI 
Manhal Amman National and Al Ahliyeh schools will participate 
m the four-day festival. 

Premier returns home from Portugal 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
returned home Sunday after a several-day private visit to Portugal. 

. Ministry checks transport needs for pilgrims 

AMMAN (Petra) — Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Minister Izzeddm 
Al Khatib Al Tamimi Sunday chaired a meeting for representa- 
tives of companies transporting pilgrims to Mecca and Medina 
and discussed preparations for the coming pilgrimage season to 
start by the end of May. Participants at the meeting, which was 
attended by Ministry Secretary General Ahmad Hlayel, affirmed 
that all transport companies have prepared the necessary vehicles 
to facilitate the pilgrims. Sheikh Tamimi urged the companies to 
abide by the pilgrimage instructions for tee current year and 
stressed the need to provide comfortable lodgings for Jordanian 
pilgrims in Mecca and Medina. 

Jordan to attend Arabsat meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will participate in the meetings of the 
extraordinary session of the Board of Directors of the Arab Space 
..Tdecommum^ Corporation (Arabsat) due to start in Cairo 

rour&yy In it&lkree-day meetings, the board wQTdiscuss several 
issues related to the manufacturing of the second generation of 
Arabsat satellites and means of launching them into orbit in 
1995. Jordan will be represented at the meetings bythe director 
general of the Telecommunications Corporation (TCC) who is 
expected to leave for Cairo on Friday. The corporation’s board 
has entrusted its executive bureau to sign deals for manufacturing, 
two satellites, one to be launched and the second to be kept in 
case the first launching attempt fails or when the work load 
increases. 

Tenders approved on Balqa road works 

SALT (Petra) — Balqa Governor Eid Al Qatameh Sunday 
approved referring several tenders to a number of local contrac- . 
tors who will open and asphalt the Rumeimeen-Balqa road, at a 
total cost of JD 19,200, Salt-Arda Road at a total cost of JD 
18,740 and the Wadi Shu'eib Road at JD 40,432. 

Zarqa holds summer vegetable seminar 

ZARQA (Petra) — A seminar on summer vegetables was held 
Sunday in Zarqa city with the participation of several agricultural 
engineers. The seminar involved a discussion of means of 
fertilising and irrigating summer vegetables, as well as the uses of 
in seed rides. 

Geologists prepare for conferences 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Executive Bureau of the Arab Geolog- 
ists Federation will Monday open a three-day meeting to discuss 
arrangements for holding the Third Conference on Middle East 
Geology to convene in Amman next year and a conference on the 
water policies in the Arab World to be held in Libya. 

Jordanian cyclist to head on 5th tour 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian world traveller Ali Etc urn is 
preparing for his fifth bicyde tour. This time he will be touring the 
United States. Mr. Etoum said he plans to embark on his tour in 
April when he travels from Amman to Syria and Turkey. He will 
then board a plane for the U.S. tour. Mr. Etoum, who covered 
several regions on his cycling tours, has just returned from his 
fourth journey which included the Arab Gulf states. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings. are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


☆ 


EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition entitled the Memory of Silk, displaying traditional 
Jordanian and Palestinian costumes, shawls, carpets, pottery 
copperware. from the Wldad Kawar coHeethm — at tee 
French Cultural Centre. 

Exhibition of pottery and ceramics by Sa’cda Al Bitar Ghanera 
at Abdul Haneed Shonan Foundation Gallery, 1st Circle, 

opporit c the Iraqi Embassy* 

Exhibition of paintings entitled “Meditating Load and Man" 
by plastic artist Hunda JDa’sa at Bala dn a Art Gaflery. 


☆ Play entitled “The Death of Thebes*’ at the Royal CaStaral 
Centre’s main theatre at 8 p.m. 

SEMINAR 

& S e min a r on “Teaching Literature” at tee British ^ 

5s3® p-m. 
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Jordan’s Nati onal 
ped arrives home. 


Sports Team for the 
Saturday with gold. 


Handicap- bronze medals won at the Special Winter Olympics 
sflrer ami hi Austria 


Young athletes bring home 
the gold, silver and bronze 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s 
National Sports Team for the 
Handicapped returned home 
Saturday with one gold, two sil- 
ver and one bronze medals after' 
taking part in tee Special Winter 
Olympics in Sateuurg, Austria 
this month. 

Ten youths aged 12-17 partici- 
pated in the individual gliding 
and speed skating events and m 
the team figure skating competi- 
tion. 

The team was sponsored by the 
Nazik Al Hariri Centre for Spe- 
cial Education and was accompa- 
nied by Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’ad Ben Zeid who is 
chairman of the Special Jorda- 
nian Olympiad, and six other 
sports officials. 

The March 21-26 International 


competition was attended by par- 
ticipants from over 100 countries; 
it was Jordan's first appearance in 
a winter sports competition for 
the handicapped. 

Nazek AI Hariri Centre Direc- 
tor Yasir Salem said in a state- 
ment to the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, that despite Jordan’s 
lack of experience in such cham- 
pionships, tee 10 participants did 
extremely well. 

One of the technical difficulties 
faring tee putiapants, he said, 
was that they were used to artifi- 
cial (wax) skating rinks m Jordan 
and in Austria they had to skate 
on natural ice rinks. 

“Wc are now trying to further 
develop the young athletes’ skills 
so they can attain higher goals in 
future world championships,’’ 


Dr. Salem said. 

He added that this can be done 
through employing experienced 
coaches and improving the pre- 
sent facilities and the training 
halls in Jordan. ./ 

At tee moment we are also 
trying to train these youths in the 
skills of hockey; a game teat is 
suitable for mentally — handicap- 
ped children. Dr. Salem said. 

He said Prince Ra’ad has 
already concluded an agreement 
to bring international coaches to 
tee Nazek Al Hariri Centre to 
train the children in hockey. 

Established in 1984, tee Nazik 
Al Hariri Centre aims to develop 
the abilities of the mentally- 
handicapped, preparing them to 
be productive and independent 
members of society. 


Italian envoy discusses cooperation 
with Mu’tah University officials 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Acting' Pre®-^ 
dent jof Mu’tah University 
Mohammad Mamser headed a 
meeting with Italian Ambassador 
to Jordan Romualdo Bettini Sun- 
day at Mu’tah University to dis- 
cuss ways of bridging various 
academic and scientific coopera- 
tion efforts with Italy. 

Professor Mamser informed 
Dr. Bettini and his accompanying 
delegates Cultural Attache Dr. 
Bettini Giovani Benenati, Italian 
languages lecturer at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan Emanuela 
Mmardo, Archaeological sden- 


: ces-qxpertJYafessor EulHiri, and. 
Archaeologist Dr. Pom per, about 
developments at Mu’tah Uni- 
versity over tee last decade. 

During tee meeting the Deans 
of Sciences, Arts, Graduate Stu- 
dies and tee director of the Cen- 
tral Library discussed several 
issues which may formulate possi- 
ble cooperation with Italy. 

The possibilities of transferring 
the knowledge and know-how in 
numerous, mutually beneficial 
fields were also discussed. Such 
fields indude Italian language, 
archaelogy, computer sciences, 


tourism and- history. 

A successful programme of 
cooperation is already inrprogress 
between the Computer Science 
Department at Mu’tah University 
and the University of Rome. 

This programme is financed by 
a grant from the Italian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in the amount 
of of 2 billion Italian lira (SI .5 
million). 

The programme is within tee 
technical assistance protocol 
which includes technical assist- 
ance, equipment for laboratories 
and scholarships. 


Settler stabbed 
to death in Gaza 

(Coattaned from page 1) 

. The Eraunim settlement move- 
ment urged the government to 
conduct widespread searches in 
the Gaza Strip, using tanks to go 
bouse to bouse to seek out attack- 
ers. 

Uri Ariel, a settler leader, said 
he wanted more than another 
explanation from tee govern- 
ment. “The time has come to 
succeed, not explain,” he told 
Israel army radio. 

At its weekly cabinet meeting, 
the government agreed to in- 
crease the number of police by 
1,000 to deal with the viobiece. 
The incrase will be funded by 50 
million shekels ($18 million) in 
budget cuts from various minis- 
tries, the government said. 

Mr. Rabin repeated his call for 
Israelis to stop hiring Palestinians 
from the occupied territories and 
added Arabs’ movement inside 
brad should also be curbed to 
prevent violence. 

Hie prime minster also said 
Israeli high school students 
should arm themselves with dabs 
to defend themselves from 
attackers, like the one who stab- 
bed five students and a principal 
in West Jerusalem last week. 

Mr. Trabelsi fold the Assod- 
aied Press that 10 minutes before 
he was alerted to the stabbing, he 
saw Gawi with a group of Palesti- 
nian workers who were working 
on a house in a new development 
being added to the settlement 

Nisanit is an uninhabited set- 
tlement of orange roofed dunga- 
lows and villas under construction 
on sand dunes deside the 
Mediterranean Sea. Soldiers and 
Jewish builders milled around the 
blood stained entrance to Gawi’s 
unfinished villa. 

Nearby, 25 Palestinians de- 
famed by troops sat in two fines in 
the sand at the side of road. 

About 3,000 Jewish settlers live 
among 800,000 Palestinians in tee 
crowded Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Rabin, speaking at Kfar 
Saba in central bate] after the 



Palestinian boys throw stones at Israeli soldiers in the Sboufat refugee 

r*mp || the occupied Gaza Strip (AFP photo) 


killing, said one of the goals of 
Middle East peace negotiations 
was to separate Israelis and 
- Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank to prevent violence. 

“We will have to institute gra- 
dual measures during the negotia- 
tions,” Mr. Ratio said. 

“We will certainly reach agree- 
ment on an interim accord on 
autonomy, on Palestinian self- 
rule, so that there will be as great 
a separation as posable between 
the Palestinian residents of the 
(occupied) territories and their 
activities, movement and working 
in the sovereign territory of 
Israel,” he said. . 

In Jerusalem, an Arab alleged- 
ly stabbed an Israeli jogging on a 


popular boardwalk, launching a 
large manhunt by police and 
angry residents, police and repor- 
ters said. A taxi evacuated the 
Israeli, a knife stuck in his back, 
to a hospital where be was listed 
in serious condition, said a police 
spokesman. 

After news of the attack 
spread, police said a Jewish youth 
stabbed an Arab in the leg lightly 
wounding him. 

'Troops shot deid a Palestinian 
and seriously wounded a second 
when they opened fire on an 
Israeli patrol m tee Gaza neigh- 
’ bourbood of Sheikh Radwan, tee 
army said. It said a third man, 
apparently wounded, had 
escaped and no soldiers were 
hurt. 
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JMA protests arrest 
of Baqaa camp doctor 


By NasraHah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan Medical 
Association (JMA) President 
Ishaq Maraqa Sunday voiced the 
association's p rotes against tee 
arrest of a radiologist, who oper- 
ates a clinic in the Baqaa refugee 
camp, for allegedly causing the 
death of a 45-year-old woman. 

According to the law. Dr. 
Maraqa told the Jordan Times, 
the doctor's actions should have 
been reported to the JMA for 
consultation before making tec 
arrest. 

The radiologist, whose name 
was withheld by tee police, was 
said to have given the patient an 
injection to prepare her for an 
IVP test (intravenous pielogra- 
pby). The injection allegedly 
caused tee woman's death. 
According to the law, the JMA 


should be consulted before any 
measure can be taken against any 
doctor registered with the asso- 
ciation, said Dr. Maraqa. 

We have repeatedly asked that 
tee law be respected and in this 
particular case we approached. 
Minister of Justice Yousef Mbai- 
deen who showed prompt re- 
sponse, but regrettably nothing 
has been done, Dr. Maraqa said. 

He said the radiologist was 
detained for questioning through- 
out the ‘Eid Al Fitr holiday and 
was kept in detention until Sun- 
day while tee police investigated 
tee woman's death. 

“We demand that a doctor 
should not be treated like an 
ordinary criminal, and we de- 
• mand teat the law be respected as 
to tee consultation with the JMA 
before legal procedures are 
taken,” said Dr. Maraqa, adding 


that, more often than not, in 
cases where a patient dies undei 
treatment the doctor is not found 
responsible for the death. 1 

According to a report in tec 
local press, tee doctor had triec 
to save the woman’s life befori 
rushing her to the Jordan Uni 
versity Hospital for further treat 
ment. 

But the woman was pro 
nounced dead upon arrival by th< 
hospital. 

In this particular case. Dr 
Maraqa said, the woman migh 
have died of shock or otee 
causes. 

But the JMA was kept in th 
dark and could not offer its opin 
ion to facilitate the procedures .0 
to help solve the mystery, he said 

The police have downed t 
release tee name of the doctoi 
but identified the decease - 
woman as A.A.H. 


Road 

accidents 

kill 402 
in 1992 
-PSD 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A total of 402 per- 
sons died and 10.839 others were 
injured in road accidents in Jor- 
dan in 1992, according to tee 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) Sunday. 

The number of dead was 23 
more than those killed in road 
accidents in Jordan in 1991, and 
the number of injured increased 
by 713 over 1991 ngnres. the PSD 
said in a statement to the Jordan 
Times. 

According to PSD figures, last 
year's road accidents involved 
21,723 vehicles against 31,321 
vehicles involved in accidents 
during 1991. 

The figures were released as an 
ad hoc higher committee. charged 
with preparing for the May 
observance of Internationa] Traf- 
fic Day and Arab Traffic Week 
held its first meeting. 

Convened at tee Royal Auto- 
mobile Gub, the meeting was 
chaired by Brigadier Kbaled 
Arcf, Director of the Licensing 
Department 

It was decided teat the PSD 
will contact provincial governors 
to set up committees to work with 
the higher committee to cany out 
a public awareness ' programme 
against road accidents. Brig. Aref 
added. * 

This year the event will be held 
under the slogan “Children’s 
Safety on tee Roads is tee Re- 
sponsibility of All,” according to 
the PSD official. 

Brig. Aref said the slogan was 
carefully chosen because most of 
tee victims of road accidents are 
children; many of teem under the 
age of 10. 

The public awareness program- 
me, he said, aims at helping 
motorists adopt a more humane 
behaviour in dealing with chil- 
dren on the roads, especially 
school children, and teaching 
children traffic rules through tee 
help of parents and school 
teachers. 

The higher committee, which 
met Sunday, groups representa- 
tives of tee Traffic Department, 
various concerned ministries, 
government departments, the 
media and trade unions. 

A preliminary meeting was 
held before tee ‘Eid Al Fitr holi- 
day during which sub-committees 
were created to help prepare for 
the May 4 celebrations. 


Population meeting 
to assess strategies 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Planning Ziad Fariz Sunday said 
the Arab Ministerial Conference 
on Population due to open in 
Amman on April 4 will examine 
issues related to population in tee 
Arab World and assess related 
national strategies. 

Dr. Fariz, who will head Jor- 
dan’s delegation to the confer- 
ence, said the meeting was ex- 
pected to issue a set of recom- 
mendations on policies governing 
population for submission to ari 
international conference on 
population and development to 
be held in Cairo next year. 

The Amman conference, orga- 
nised by the U.N. Economic and 
Social Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA), in cooperation 
with the Arab League and the 
UN Fund for Population Activi- 
ties (UNFPA), will be attended 
by delegates from various Arab 
states and U.N. agencies. 

Issues of concern to the Arab 
region, such as population growth 
and composition, as well as prog- 
rammes to develop the environ- 
ment and others to deal with 
domestic migrations, will be tack- 
led at next week’s conference, 
said Dr. Fariz. 



\ 


Ziad Fariz 


Also on the agenda are issue 
pertaining to women and de 
velopment and family planning 
and health, the minister addec( 
He said the Amman confer 
ence, is a follow up to a worlj 
conference on population held it 
Mexico in 1984. 1 


Pasture land developmeri 
is focus of symposium 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Maintenance 
and development of pasture lands 
in the Arab World is die focus of 
a four-day symposium that will 
open in Amman next weekend. 

Delegations from various Arab 
countries will attend the meeting 
organised by the Council of Arab 
Ministers responsible for tee en-. 
vironment in cooperation with, 
the Jordanian Ministry, of Muni-' 
dpal and Rural Affairs and tee 
Environment. 

One of the working papers to 
be reviewed at the symposium 
has been prepared by tee Interna- 
tional Centre for Agricultural Re- 
search in the Dry Areas (I CAR- 
DA). 

Other working papers from va- 
rious participating countries are 
expected to deal with develop- 
ment of pasture land in the Arab 
countries Asia and Africa, as well 
as countries in tee Horn of Africa 
and those of the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council. 

Some of tee papers will focus 
on means of combating deserti- 
fication and regional efforts to 
develop pasture lands. 

The meeting, which will be 
opened formally Saturday by 
Minister of municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Abdul Razzaq Tubeishat is ex- 
pected to be addressed also by 
tee other Arab ministers. 

Pasture development in the 



Abdul Razzaq TubeJshat 


Arab World is one of tee mai 
concerns of the Alei 
. ICARDA. 

Established in 1977, ICA1_ 
is one of 13 centres supported 
a consortium of over 40 cot 
tries, international and region 
organisations and private founcj 

It focuses its research efforts i 
areas with dry summers as 
where predpitttvxi in wind 
ranges from 200 to 600 mi 
u metres. 


Claim letter 

(Coatfnned from page 1) 

dictator countries in the region.” 
The letter warned: “If our de- 
mands are not met all of our 
functional groups in the army will 
continue to execute our missions 
against military and civilian 
targets in and out of the United 
States. This also will include 
some potential nuclear targets.” 
“For your own information, 
our army has more than one 
hundred and fifty suicidal soldiers 
ready to go ahead.” 

The letter added: “The Amer- 
ican people must know that their 
civilians who got killed are not 
'better than those who are getting 
killed by the American weapons 
and support.” The newspaper 
also ran a photo of the envelope 
with the report. 

The five suspects arrested in 
connection with tee blast' arc all 
, front the Middle East and are 
; believed to be followres of hard- 


line Sbeikh Omar Abdul Rah- 
man- The Egyptian cleric, who is 
facing deportation, preaches vio- 
lence against tee Egyptian gov- 
ernment from his base in Jersey 
Gty. 

The men also have ties to Al 
Sayyid Nosair, who is in a New 
York prison m connection with 
tee fata! shooting of extremist 
Rabbi Mcir Kahane. At least 
three of them attended Mr. 
Nosair’s 1991 trial and were 
P h T °«>gra phc d at rallies for him. 

Ibrahim Al Gabrowny, who is 
charged in connection with the 
bombing but not accused of tak- 
mg part, is Mr. Nosair’s cousin. 

Another defendant, Moham- 
mad Salameh, used Mr. Gabrow-' 
ny’s home address when he 
rented tee van believed to have 
earned the bomb to the basement 
garage where it exploded. 

The evidence connecting the 
suspects to the letter was “incon- 
frovertible and it’s not specula- 
tion,” the New York Times 
quoted tee senior investigator as 
saynig. 


Socialists routed 

(Contin u ed from page X) . 


tonight is a certain way of p: 
ing politics,” he said. 

“The left is going to ha 
find out again how to m 
politics, find the people o 
ground again, the ordinar 
eryday people.” 

The defeat deprived 
Rocard of national exposu 
parliament and severely dan 
his presidential ambitions. 

But Mr. Rocard said it wj 
the right moment to consul 
presidential bid. “I'm still a 
ing, militant politician and 
not going to change,” he 

Industry Minister Don 
> Kahn said Mr 


Strauss aouu miu mi. x 

defeat was just part of a tn 
should not be viewed as a i 
al attack on him. “I don’ 
this would affect his cap* 
lead the revival of the le 
said. 
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Money to save souls 

ZARQA, the second largest city in the Kingdom, is at* 
long last getting some attention from the central 
government. Efforts for the establishment of a full- 
fledged university near the city have been under way, 
while the minister of youth has just announced a plan 
to build a sports dty there. Zarqa has for a long time 
been negted^j and forgotten and consequently it is 
suffering from all kinds of problems laced by a 
community anywhere. The Zarqa River has been 
turned into a dumping ground for urban and indust- 
rial waste. The city’s neighbourhoods have, over the 
decades, sprawled without any sense of urban plan- 
ning to encroach even on state-owned land. And 
although Zarqa has traditionally provided and still 
provides the bulk of industrial workers in the King- 
dom, neither our industry nor the government has 
invested money and development effort in the city 
itself. One municipal council after the other grappled 
with its problems with very little, if any, success. Most 
of Zarqa '$ streets and alleys remain largely impassable 
and dirty. It lacks parks, playgrounds for children and 
other facilities for the young and the grown-ups. In the 
1960s it had three s wimming pools and possibilities to 
swim at a dozen locations along the Zarqa River; today 
it has none. 

The announcement Saturday by the minister of 
youth, Dr. Saleh Irsheidat, that the city is going to 
buQd a JD 5 million sports facility must be good news 
for Zarqawis. 

The concept of sports cities has been a success in 
many ways. As is the case in Amman they provide for 
sports tournaments where people could eqjoy watching 
their children play and swim or indulge in the frenzy of 
cheering their favourite teams; But the concentration - 
of all sports facilities in one location has its drawbacks . 
too. As one popular sports enthusiast commented, with 
five million (dinars) the government could build five 
modest facilities at five different neighbourhoods and 
thus cater for the needed of all parts of the dty. “The 
experience from the Amman facility has shown that 
only a fraction of would-be sportsmen and sports- 
women cook! have access to the AJ Hussein Sports 
City. In fact, some parts of Amman’s A1 Hussein 
Sports City, like the swimming pools and the tennis 
courts are exclusive to certain sectors of the popula- 
tion. It is true that sports cities can accommodate a 
great number of spectators, but what this country 
needs is not only spectators but active participants in 
sports and other activities, something which sports 
cities — as we know them — are not made for. There 
are thousands of children and teenagers who compete 
with cars in oar streets for a few minutes’ of soccer and 
handball. Cities like Amman, Irbid and Zarqa need 
facilities in aU neighbourhoods to avoid clashes be- 
tween people and machines — to safeguard their 
children’s lives. 

We therefore hope that ideas like these could be 
thoroughly discussed and debated beforehand in order 
to assess their advantages or otherwise. JD 5 milli on is 
a lot of money that should be used wisely and 
economically, after all. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL UA'I Arabic daily Sunday commented on reports published in 
the Washington Post about an imminent change of heart by the 
U S. administration with regard to the Iraqi president and 
prospects for lifting the sanctions on the Iraqi people. Should 
these reports proved to be correct, the Iraqi people and the Arabs 
at large will have the right to demand that the leaders of Britain, 
the U.S. and France as well as Russia be tried as war criminals for 
causing so much sufferings to the Iraqi population and for 
devastating the Iraqi scientific achievements over the past three 
years, said the paper. Those leaders responsible for the aggression 
should be tried for their crimes against humanity, and for starving 
innocent children, the paper said. It was due to personal barred 
on the pan of the former u.S. president that led to such atrocities 
against Iraq, said the daily. It said that no doubt any change of 
policy on the part of Washington vis-a-vis the Iraqi leader would 
open the door for peace and would put an end to the feelings of 
hatred, and malice and extremism that have been simmering In 
the hearts of the Arab people in this region. The pajjfer said that 
the Arab masses are full of indignation at these .atrocious 
practices on the part of the colonial powers against the Iraqi 
people. “We are not convincted that the aggression launched 
against Iraq was merely to depose the Iraqi leader since the 
consequences were borne by the Iraqi people themselves.” the 
paper said: A I Ra’i demanded an immediate end to the sanctions, 
it said, because they constitute a crime against the Arab Nation. 

COMMENTING on Sunday's meeting in Damascus by the 
foreign ministers of Arab countries involved in the peace process. 
A1 Dustour said that the parley is critical since it will decide the 
foture of the peace process. Now that the Arab parties have 
received formal invitations to resume the talks in Washington 
next month , they are seriously contemplating the prospects of the 
peace talks and whether to go to Washington or not, said the 
paper. This is the first such meeting bv the Arab ministers, since 
Lie last session of the peace talks in Washington and in the 
wake of a tour of Arab capitals by the U.S. Secretary of State 
V/n.rren Christopher, who has just concluded talks with the 
’'.dcstinian delegation m Washington, the paper said. 
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The price for increased Palestinian- Israeli violence 


THE INCREASED tempo of violence in the occupied Palestinian 
territories may suggest that the Palestinian conflict is coming to a 
head. To be sure, the upsurge in the Palestinian ntifada on the 
magnitude that it has assumed of late corresponds well with the 
experiences of other peoples across the world who had to resort to 
armed conflicts to attain their national goals. 

There is hardly a nation that achieved recognition and 
statehood without an element of an armed struggle at one stage or 
another. This is borne out by history since time immemorial. 
Perhaps h is this recognition of the lessons of history that is 
driving the Palestinian people ever closer to open warfare against 
Israel and its occupying authorities in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Yet it cannot be assumed that the increase in the intensity of the 
Palestinian uprising is without a price. There is always a 
calculated risk, or rather incalculable risk, that the climate for 
peaceful coexistence and peaceful accommodation between the 
Palestinian people and the Israelis coaid irrecovabiy suffer. There 
is no escape from the long range perception that any solution 
between the Palestinians and the Israelis would have to be based 
on some mutual accommodations on the basis of international 
norms and standards already reflected in several international 
decisions, notably U.N. Security Council Resolution 242. 

The pursuit of an armed conflict with Israel must therefore be 
carefully articulated and implemented and not be left to the 
whims of the youth. The Palestinian leadership must come to 
grips with the turn of events in the occupied territories and 
formulate a coherent policy as to where the armed struggle can be 
directed and for what purpose. 

This brings to question the degree of control that the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) enjoys over the various activities 
of the Palestinian people under Israeli occupation. The PLO has 
been openly challenged by other Palestinian factions from the far 


By Abdul Jawad Saleh 

IN 1981, Ephraim Ahiram, of 
Israel's “military administration'’ 
in the occupied territories, stated 
that “in Gaza, Israel has a time- 
bomb in its lap, and the trigger is 
the demographic and socio- 
economic situation in the Sttrip." 
Unfortunately, the Israeli author- 
ities have not only ignored this 
warning but have actually worked . 
to worsen the economic and poli- 
tical situation in Gaza. 

Since the occupation of the 
Strip in 1967, Israel has instituted 
a systematic policy of “deinstitu- 
tionalisation" to undermine the 1 
Gazan economy , ensuring an 
abundant supply of cheap labour 
for Israel’s settlements and cities. 
Exasperating every day frustra- 
tion, Israel confiscated most 
available land and water re- 
sources to accommodate a few 
hundred Jewish colonisers in the 
midst of Gaza’s numerically ex- 
ploding population. Israel 
thought this would serve its goals 
of subjugating the Palestinians 
and undermining any chances for 
a peaceful solution. 

Initiated by the Labour govern- 
ment and followed by the Likud, 
“deinstitutionalisation” extended 
on to the political arena. Many 
from the Palestinians’ political 
and social leadership, who may 
have been able to better direct 
the frustrations and ambitions of 
the Gazan population, were ex- 
pelled or administratively de- 
tained and municipal elections 
were frozen, pre-empting the de- 
velopment of democratic institu- 
tions in the occupied territories. 
Even popular committees, which 
sought to organise Palestinian 
socio-political life, were fought 
mercilessly by the Israelis who 
perceived that such grass-roots 
organising would undermine their 
hegemony. 

At present, dose to 800,000 
people are crammed into the tiny 
44-km by 8- km area of the Strip. 
This represents a population de- 
nsity of 1,730 persons per square 
kilometre, compared to 198 per- 
sons in Israel and 193 in the west 
Bank. Of this population, over 

300.000 live in refugee camps. 
The problems facing this popula- 
tion are greatly exacerbated by 
the policies of the occupation 
authorities. Over 50 per cent of 
the land of the Strip has either 
been expropriated or cfosed-off 
and Gazan agriculture has been 
devastated by the repressive- 
regulations governing develop- 
ment, restrictions on exports, and 
the uprooting of more than 

150.000 fruit-trees. In addition, 
just 1.5 agorots of every shekel 
spent by the occupation authori- 
ties is spent on Gazans compared 
to 96.5 agorots on settlers. One 
Western aid worker stated that 
Gaza had suffered from “two- 
and-a-balf decades erf repressive 
regulation of the economy, not to 
develop (it) bat to stagnate it.” 

Further compounding this 
situation is the extremely high 
rate of unemployment, over SO 
per cent, which is exasperated by 
the continued destruction of 
Palestinian economic activity, 
such as agriculture, fishing and 
industry. Now that the Gazan 
economy -has been so severely 
ruptured, up to 40 per cent of 
those who do work are reliant 
upon menial, day-labourer jobs 
inside Israel. Given the many 
curfews and closures of the Strip, 
these day-labourers, who support 
up to 500,000 dependents, are 
facing increased destitution and 
hunger. 

Die dire situation and endemic 
hopelessness is particularly hard 
on the youth, who see their future 
m increasingly bleak terms. Sixty 
per cent of Gaza's population is 
under 19, and 77 per cent is under 
29. Given this preponderance of a 
young disaffected population, the 
increasingly violent resistance to 
the occupation can come as no 


wll as from the far left, giving rise to speculation that the 
Palestinian ^tifada lacks a coherent sense of direction or control. 
There is but one way to rectify the situation m the West Bank and 
GazaStnp; and it lies in early construction of Palestinian 
institutions that are out in the open and exercising some 
sovereignty rights over the fate and destiny of their people. 

Insprte of more than 25 years of Israeli occupation, there has 
not been a corresponding rise in Palestinian institutions whether 
on tire political or economic levels. 

The pursuit of an armed conflict with Israel must 
be carefully articulated and implemented and not 
be left to the whims of the youth. The Palestinian 
leadership must come to grips with the torn of 
events in the occupied territories and formulate a 
coherent policy as to where the armed struggle 
can be directed and for what purpose. 


There is no reason to await an Israeli green light before the 
Palestinians take their future into their own hands by assuming 
direct control over several key dimensions of their lives. The open 
division between the various Palestinian groups has admittedly 
prevented the Palestinians from moving forward in an effective 
way in the direction of self government However, the current 
view that the Palestinians may not take a leap forward in the 
direction of self-rule unless and until there is a breakthrough -in 
the peace negotiations between the two rides is a proposition that 



Gaza’s explosion of anger 

With the frustration of Gazdhs burning the heart of the 
Jewish state, Israel finally realises it has to end its occupation 


surprise/ A couple of young 
Gazans expressed the sentiments 
of their peers when they said: 
“Our only hope is to push the 
entire sitnation to extremes 
..Moderation is considered 
treachery ..Ours is a people that 
is dying.” 

The grave socio-economic 
situation in the Gaza Strip is 
aggravated by the endless sieges 
and curfews of die area, and the 
population’s frust ra tion and an- 
ger at this situation is now com- 
pounded by die brutal increase in 
violent repression, such as the 
bombardment of homes with 
anti-tank missiles. Recently, the 
people of Khan Younis flooded 
an Israeli watch post. The Israeli 
soldiers opened fire, wounding 
and killing more than 60 people. 
But when they were overtaken by 
the indomitable will for freedom 
of the occupied, the soldiers fled 
their post. This might .be the only 
option, short of massacres, left to 
the Israelis. The spiral of violence 
which stems from this anger has 
not yet reached its zenith, and 
recent developments prove that 
the time is ripe for pulling the 
occupation forces out of Gaza. 

There has been a gradual 
realisation among Israeli 
deriri on-makers of this reality; 
though it is a twisted and racial 
realisation. In m id-1992. Prime 
Minster Yitzhak Rabin said be 
wished Gaza would “drown m the 
sea.” In December 1992, Mosbe 
Arens, defence minister in the 
Likud government, said: “we 
need to get out of there, (Gaza) is 
in a terrible economic situation 
and people are living in impossi- 
ble physical conditions. Our 
being there has no benefit.” And, 
more recently. Environment 
Minister Yosri Sand said, “Israel 
is not interested in ruling Gaza. 
(It) will be given over as soon as 
possible. " He also recognised 
that the Palestinians “wul not 
take Gaza without ..the PLO 
leadership being able to sit in 
(*)-" 

But current Israeli policy is 
resulting not only in the death of 
innocent people, including 
women and children, but also of 
the peace process. Instead of 
confronting the crux of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, the Palestinian 
issue, Israel is reneging on Mr. 
Rabin's promise to reach an 
agreement with die Palestinians 
nine months after taking office, 
and instead is trying to forge 
separate deals with Arab states 
independent of any solution on 
the Palestinian issue. It is dear 
that the Israelis have forgotten 


that one of the reasons behind the 
eruption of the intifada, besides 
confronting the occupation, was 
the feeling that the Palestinian 
cause was shelved, by the enemy 
as well as by brothers. 

The thrusting of the issue of 
withdrawal from Gaza onto the 
Israeli political agenda stems 
from the explosion of the anger 
and frustration of Gaza into the 
heart of the Israeli state. Now, 
Israel’s wish to rid itself of the 
“burden” of Gaza, and to “get 
Gaza off the streets of Tel Aviv,” 
has prompted a bizarre and racist 
array of solutions. A “humane”, 
Israeli mother suggested the de- 
portation of all Palestinian chil- 
dren to Europe. A Likud mem- 
ber of the Knesset suggested the 
right of self-determination! 
where and for whom? To solve 
the predicament of the occupa- 
tion, he suggested the Palesti- 
nians’ right of self-determination 
be implemented in Jordan there- 
by evading a solution to the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict by 
transforming it into an Arab- 
Israeli conflict instead. 


up the proposal in the proper 
forum, the bilateral negotiations? 

Regardless of all the possibili- 
ties, Israeli withdrawal from 
Gaza is welcomed under all and 
any circumstances. However, we 
suggest a plan which will simul- 
taneously address the concerns of 
the Israelis and die plight and 
rights of the Palestinians, a plan 
which envisages a comprehensive 
peace and truce wluch bears the 
seeds of a future eruption of 
conflict. The plan is an occasional 
study which might be referred to 
if and when the question is 
-brought to the table. The plan's 
source of reference is mainly the 
invitations to Madrid, in spite of 
their unfairness, and assumes an 
Israeli commitment to U.N. Re- 
solution 242, implying the end of 
the occupation, albeit in stages. 

The following steps constitute 
the basis for oar plan, in the 
event of an Israeli withdrawal: 

- First- Israel should implement 
confidence-building measures, in- 
creasing hope for a peaceful set- 
tlement among the suffering 
Palestinian people. The occupa- 


Since the occupation of Gaza in 1967, Israel hag 
instituted a systematic policy of “deinstitationa- 
lisation” to undermine the Gazan economy, 
ensuring an abundant supply of cheap labour for 
Israel’s settlement and cities. 


However, some Israeli minis- 
ters are closer to the truth. They 
have suggested a unilateral with- 
drawal from Gaza. It is a half, 
troth because they have forgotten 
that Gaza represents Palatine, 
and the Gazans symbolise the 
Palestinian people. As Haider 
Abdul Shafi stressed; “I certainly 
am not going to entreat dot 
Israelis to stay,” but “we have no 
intention of separating Gaza from 
the whole Palestinian issue.” 
Whether the suggested un- 
ilateral withdrawal is a tactic or 
not, the Palestinian leadership 
cannot be spared the responsibil- 
ity of dealing with it as a serious 
leadership should do. Maybe 
Israel’s motive is to absolve itself 
from its “conunHxnent” to imple- 
ment U.N. Resolution 242 on the 
occupied West Bank. There are 
claims that there is a deal which 
implies the implementation of 
such a unilateral withdrawal. 
There are other claims that such a 
withdrawal is part of a cover-up 
to “deals” on otiier fronts. Signi- 
ficantly, if Israel is serious about 
withdrawal, why does it- not bring 


tion authorities should cease me- 
asures of collective punishment, 
which serve only to placate the 
revengeful spirit of tile racist ex- 
tremists in Israel, and which pro- 
voke hatred and the desire for 
revenge among Palestinians. 
Israel should also cease its foot- 
dragging in the peace process, 
and refrain from the colonial 
game of divide-and-nile among 
the Arab partners. Israel's latest 
demand mat Syria, “pledges that 
any peace treaty it signs with 
Israel would stand independently 
of the results of negotiations with 
other Arab nations or the Palesti- 
nians,” leaving the Palestinians 
alone to “stew in their blood,” 
serves only to increase Palesti- 
nian suspicions of Israel’s real 
intentions. 

The U.S- government bears 
great responsibility in enhancing 
□ope, not only by ensuring 
Israel’s “power edge ” but to be 
sensitive, honest and faithful to 
its claims to respect human Tight*, 
It should work to immediately 
implement the Fourth Geneva 
Convention in the occupied 


^SSTS’csabUshed several tadwto-- - 
govem themselves long before the British mandate was dec* 3 ”** 
Se?By the time the United Nations bestowed recognition on doe 
SSbemS? Jewish state in Palestine, there were already 

numerous operational Jewish cImx^ . 

orelude to complete statehood and independence. The Patesti u ft 
SttSEJS footsteps of the 

course of events prior to formal recognition of their state *® J™, 

There is no pressing need for national elections for ^ 
since, at this early stage, no one in his right mind would expect 
general elections. Parliamentary elections cannot wi^urtedm 
tte first place without the attainment of nonpalcy in the field. The 
construction of a state requires the bypassing of democrabcally 
conducted elections. This is well eashnned id the 
nations that were formed by piecemeal efforts, slbeit undemocra- 
tic in their nature. ... . . 

There is therefore every excuse for the Palestinians to rush into 
the formation of their national institutions even at a time when 
the prospects of achieving peace in the region still loo K rcmote. 

Such an analysis leads one to but one conclusion: The: formation 
of a Palestinian government in exile is required now. This is a 
critical period in the history of the Palestinian cause and a time for a 
momentous decisions. The idea of dedaring a government in exile T 
has been floating around for a long time. All it needs is a bold 
decision to go ahead with the idea, especially in these trying times 
when the Palestinians are seeking effective engagement of the 
Israelis in meaningful bilateral peace talks. 

The Israeli side has been complaining and rightly so that the 
Palestinian side appears rudderless and without effective lead- 
ership. The Palestinians can rebut such charges by announcing 
that in fact, they have a strong and effective leadership that is 
capable of railing all the shots on their behalf. 


cause of resentment among a 
population which currently exists 
under continual victimisation.; - 

Sixth: This space for develop- 
ment will be greatly augmented 
by the evacuation of Israel's set- 
tlements, and the return to 
Palestinians of the large tracts of 
“dosed-off” land. If such an 
arrangement is carried out, it 
should be possible for Gaza tnA 
establish an economy which will 7 ' 
go some way to supporting the 
people and offer hope of a solu- 
tion to the wider Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict. Economic 
projects such as developing the 
port, building a water salination 
plant or redeveloping the fishing 
and agricultural industries would 
go some way to facilitate Gaza's 
redevelopment. Moreover, it will 
help prevent any future friction 
which will eventually lead to a 
worse confrontation — a cml 
war. 

Seventh: The above steps- 
should be accompanied by para- 
llel steps on the West Bank, 
including Jerusalem. For, 
whether in months or years, the 
Israelis aril! eventually ..face a 
rinular situation on the West 
Bank if they fail to ' learn the 
lessons of Gaza. Steps should 
include the complete freezing of 
settlements, including those in 
the area of Jerusalem occupied in 
1967. 

Eighth: Withdrawal from Gaza 
should be accompanied by a part* 
Uel withdrawal from the dries ds 
the West Bank. The elected- 
munidpal councils, winch were 
illegally and arbitrarily dissolved 
in 1981, should be returned to 
office with real dcdson-maknig 
powers. This will ensure a 
guarantee that the future of the 
West Bank will not be prejudiced 
by such a move towards inde- 
pendence in Gaza. 

_ Meanwhile, the form and 
timetable for Palestinian self- 
determination in the West Bank 
will continue to be negotiated in 
the on-going peace talks. These ' 
steps, if announced simultaneous- 
ly by the Israelis and the Palesti- s 
risns, wflj provide die right con- 
ditions for reaching a comprehen- 
sive peace with all the Arab ■ 
-parties. 

Ninth: To facilitate the ’post- 
occupation’ phase, the recognised 
leadership of the Palestinian peo- 
ple, the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), should be 
given its natural role in the nego- 
tiations, and be allowed to over- 
see the implementation of such 
suggested economic and political 
developments in the West Bank 
and Gaza. This will allow for an 
end to the anomalous separation 
of the problems of the exiled 
Palestinians and their brothers in 
the occupied territories. 
Reaching a just solution of the 
Palestinian refugees based on in- 
ternational legitimacy would ajsfr 
help assuage Israel's security con- 
cerns. =v 

In die absence of such a sorf-^ 
tion for all the occupied teiri«i- : 
•cs, the powder-keg known 3? 
Gaza will explode. In such Ip 
event, even the type of imprcw~ 
able cordon sanitate • which . 
Israelis are envisaging will prerfe 
useless because any major unrw- j 
will inevitably spread to the WJft 
Bank. If Israel fails to act <n.-w- 
growing calls for withdrawal 8®. 
fries to keep a tigh t fid on twf ■ 
occupied territories whilst faraSl 
“ragging-out the faltering peg? 
ProceM, the situation wfll inew*. 
ably deteriorate further. ' ' * ' 

It is imperative that voices^ 
roason prevail and a humane, 
and Constructive solutioirc* 
found. Given the worsenifr 
situation in Gaza ax present, tfi* 
ante for such a solution is nd?? 
for tomorrow ... .1 


5>e writer is General Director * 
the Jerusalem Centre for De«W 
n*nt Studies. Be contributed t* 
above article to the Jordan W* 


Palestinian territories. The 
Israelis and their Western allies 
should by now have learned the 
reasons behind the collective 
non-violent revolt, the intifada, 
and how it was transformed by 
Israel’s violence into a violent 
form. 

If hope is not raised among the 
brutalised and destitute Gazan 
population, then, ultimately, the 
collective rage of the occupied 
will leave Israel so choice but co 
withdraw unconditionally and un- 
ilaterally with ramifications for an 
uncontrol able future. Or, Israel 
will have to resort to the other 
remaining option, massacres, fol- 
lowed by a mass expulsion. 

While bofldmg confidence and 
hope among Palestinians, the 
Israeli government must also con- 
front the Israeli public with the 
enduring truth that there wiU be 
no in dividual or public security as 
long as Israel is trying to impose 
its hegemony over the Palestinian 
people. 

Second: Israel should allow the 
immediate return of the Palesti- 
nians expelled to southern Leba- 
non in December 1992, as the 
problem constitutes the main 
obstacle to the resumption of the 
negotiations. 

_ Third: Israel should free admi- 
nistrative detainees, prisoners of 
conscience and others who are 
capable of leading the population 
in rebuilding the infrastructure 
and soda! institutions of popular 
organisation, which the Israeli 
occupation has systematically 
destroyed. 

Fourth: Israel should address 
the plight of the population of the 
refugee camps by settling them in 
their home villages from which 
they were expelled in 1948. This 
ts a moral obligation, under 
w “ c “. Israel has to assume re- 
sponsibility for its earlier policies 
of expulsion and its on-going 
policies of impoverishment. It is 
also necessary because the lack of 
space for development m the 

coastal strip, the shortage of re- 
sources, mduding land and wa- 
ter, make it presently impossible, 
not only for a future Palestinian 
political' apparatus but for any 
nrtcraafronal body even with biL 
d °flais, to cope with the 
rehabilitation of such a densely 
populated area. y 

HftkEmpfyiDg the camps will 
situation in 
™afiomaroloding irrevocably, 
to develop 

“^ e ®L- ho “ sin 8. infrastructure 
4 aiw economic opportunities. Thk 
^Jpiaj^itee the promise of a 

brighter future by eliminating the 
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House panel to probe ‘violations’ 

(Continued from page I) 


11 "etc JS 


Cif2>3 

h '«|'n*2fe 


» ihi- 
«X-t| 


rtlc *CT; 


* 




’ JnJ < 
,,,;itli **, m.L 

n a i,«T h ^ 

■• ii » k h ;> 

’■ IV 

r- u,d ^ 

Wl ‘ rnn fclBm ^ 


urged the institutionalisation of 
effective mechanisms to curb the 
practice. 

These included a proposal to 
strip ministers of their authority 
to 611 vacant positions and res* 
tricting decisions on dvil -service 
appointments to the Civil Service 
Commission. 

Some lawmakers insisted that 
officials responsible for the viola- 
te itions be held accountable while 
l,r ^others said the charges provide a 
sufficient ground for withholding 
confidence from the government 
even though no such motion was 
presented to the House. 

The government admitted 
cases of illegal hiring but re- 
minded deputies of the social 
pressure exercised by all at times 
of appointments.” 

Acting Prime Minister and 
Minister of Education Thouqan 
A! Hindawi attributed these 
violations to current legislation 
allowing the employment of civil 

servants through more than one 

government agency. 

Pointing to recent instructions 
by Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker to reform the em- 
ployment system, Mr. Hindawi 
urged deputies to change legisla- 
an new" ^°h tbat led to unfair hiring 

■cadcrxhip a?* practices under a legal cover by 
al! making a law restricting the au- 

thority to employ civil servants to 
the Civil Service Commission. 
rt . His recommendation, which 

i win -h 1 ** m 3150 Propose by the special 
•tmu i ° lrTe,I1} ': ' committee on unfair appoint- 
,‘x, al v «Unitoi ,M -meats, was endorsed by the 
C ^forfc’ House. 

, ? Tca Uj • - ■ The committee's report, 
•nu.uu.in < 41 ^ '^however, came under fire from 
;in “ the rcit " deputies who felt targeted by its 
nt the laigctp. - findings. 

,f 5 -«nd li* ■ 

final decision 

(Continued from page 1) 
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M n.ip< ' and wait till the picture is clear,” 
■/Dr. Abu Jaber told Petra. 

- According to the foreign minis- 
ter, the meeting discussed the 
expellees issue, and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s talks 
with American leaders in 
Washington. 

Die gathering also reviewed 
“all issues related to the peace 
process,” he was quoted as 
saying. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said the current 
phase was crucial for the peace 
process, “particularly if we view 
the expellees issue and the obsta- 
cles it poses.” 

Mr. Musa of Egypt stressed 
that the expellees issue still con- 
• stitute^.an obstacle, to peac£’ 

“We wiD work on continuing 
the efforts to overcome it in a 
time that permits the resumption 
of the peace process in a better 
atmosphere which will be more 
suitable to reach an agreement,” 
he said. 

Arab diplomats said the 
Damascus meeting was unlikely 
to produce a solid position re- 
garding participation in the peace 
process, leaving final announce- 
ments for their leaders at a later 


Lawmakers who had held 
cabinet positions said the report 
was incomplete and did not verify 
the government data on which it 
was based. 

Former Minister of Public 
Works Abdul Raouf A1 Rawab- 
deh challenged the committee, 
which reported illegal appoint- 
ments during his term, to sub- 
stantiate one “major” violation. 

Abdul Karim Ai Dughmi. who 
had served as Minister of Labour 
as well as of Municipal Affairs 
and the Environment, said 
“false” reports of unlawful fair- 
ings during his term were based 
on incorrect information pro- 
vided by persons who wanted to 
settle scores with him. 

Deputy Ali Al Faqir said the 
government was not taking Par- 
liament seriously, others claimed 
that violations have continued to 
exist even after the issue was 
raised by the House more than a 
month ago. 

Deputy Mansour Murad said 
he holds Sharif Zeid responsible 
for breaking a ban on appoint- 
ments till the end of May. 
fejle said the Civil Service Com- 
mission president bad told him he 
had violated the ban upon written 
Eistructions from Sharif Zeid wi»o 
ordered the appointment of 47 
employees in the Ministry of Jus- 
tice. 

Mr. Hindawi said the appoint- 
ment!!- were necessitated by the 
opening J seven courts in various 
parts o', the Kingdom and were 
required upon the recommenda- 
tion of the justice minister who 
sard the new employees were 
needed to man tire new courts. 

He added that the commission 
was left with the task of selecting 
the employees in accordance with 
the law. 

Mr. Hindawi said the ban was 


specifically introduced by the 
prime minister to guard against 
potential unfair hiring before 
an expected Cabinet reshuffle in 
April. 

During its four-hour session, 
the House also ended a fierce 
confrontation between Minister 
of Agriculture Fayez Khasawneh 
and Chairman of the Agriculture 
Committee Mohammad Alawneh 
over agricultural policy by recom- 
mending to the government the 
establishment of a special body to 
discuss agricultural policy in the 
Kingdom. 

Before the House east its vote 
in favour of establishing the coun- 
cil, Mr. Alawneh claimed the 
country’s agricultural policy was 
imposed by foreigners who 
wanted to keep “Jordan under 
their control.” 

Rejecting Mr. Khasawneh’s 
contention that Jordan cannot 
reach self-sufficiency in agricul- 
ture, Mr. Alawneh asserted that 
Mr. Khasawneh “has no field 
knowledge of the situation in 
Jordan because he has been in the 
country for six years only and was 
working as an academician.” 
The statement promoted Mr. 

Hindawi to warn against attack- 
ing the person of the agriculture 
minister, demanding that Mr. 
Alawneh's statement be deleted 
from the House’s records. 

Raising another controversial 
issue. Deputy Fares Al Nabuisi 
demanded more government ac- 
tion to secure the release of 
Jordanians detained m Syria for 
years. 

The House did not discuss the 
issue but Speaker Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat said it could be debated 
in a secret session which the 
House will hold Monday to dis- 
cuss the Kingdom's foreign poli- 
cy. the peace process and the 
Shabab Al Nafeer Al Islami case 
among ocher issues. 
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on peace talks 

stage. 

Egypt, which is not pan of the 
peace negotiations, took part in 
the inaugural morning session. 
Mr. Musa, left for home during a 
1-2-hour afternoon break. 

His counterparts resumed their 
talks, holding a two-hour session 
Sunday evening. The ministers — 
Faro ok Ai Sharaa of Syria. Fans 
Bueiz of Lebanon, the PLO’s 
Farouk Kaddoumi and Dr. Abu 
Jaber then adjourned till Mon- 
day. 

A compromise deal to resume 
the peace talks on April 20 still 
seemed possible after the United 
States told the Palestinians a 
package of assurances was on 
offer if they agreed to attend. 

Palestinian sources said PLO 
leaders would meet m Tunis-from- ■ 
April 1-3 to decide whether to 
resume the talks, which were 
suspended in December after the 
Israeli expulsion of 415 Palesti- 
nians. r 

The sources said the PLO still 
wanted improvements to the 
package, including a more defi- 
nite Israeli promise to renounce 
expulsions, and would wait to see 
it Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak could secure them when 
be meet U.S. President Bill Clin- 


ton in Washington on April 6. 

The Palestinians, suspicious af- 
ter agreement on an earlier ver- 
sion of the package unravelled, 
also wanted dear U.S. and Israeli 
commitments before they 
announced publidy that they 
would attend the peace talks. 

“We will not buy fish before it 
is cooked,” Palestinian nego- 
tiator Saeb Erekat said. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
was holding talks with President 
Mubarak in Cairo Sunday ahead 
of Mr. Mubarak’s visit to the 
United States next week. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Mubarak 
were expected to discuss whether 
Arab negotiators could nudge the 
United States into pressuring 
Israel to concede more over the 
expellee crisis. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mnn Pares jeairf Snnrfa y Israel—! 
would not make new ^gesture ooJ 
the issue. 15 

“We do not feel we have to pay 
a price to any party in order that 
they attend the peace negotia- 
tions," Mr. Peres told Reuters at 
a convention of bis Labour Party 
in Kfar Saba near Tel Aviv. 

“After the opening of the 
negotiations, I imagine there will 
be some gestures for deportees 
who were deported before the 
400," Mr. Peres said. 


Contradictions mar PLO-Hamas quest 

(Continued from page 1 ) 


organisation's goal. 

'‘Hamas is changing from a 
slogan-oriented, semi-militant 
group to a political creature,” 
said a Palestinian political 
analyst who is'dose to Hamas. 

“Their goal now is to win 
points with the populace. Like 
the Muslim Brotherhood in 
Jordan they want to win at the 
ballot box,” the observer said. 

By taking hardline popular 
positions Hamas continues to 
impress the populace with its 
“principled stands and posi- 
tions," the observer addnl. 

But social/educational 
changes rather than political 
changes will be the main vic- 
tories that Hamas will be able 
to attain m the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Politically one problem is 
that the PLO and the PLO- 
backed negotiating team have 
been unable to come up with 
one breakthrough on any level 
in their talks with the Israelis. 

“Despite the tremendous 
amount of concessions offered 
by the Palestinian negotiators 
the Israelis have not even said 
that they accept U.N. resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 as relevant 
basis for their negotiations 
with the Palestinians. That is 
like saying you want to write 
but you don’t accept the 
alphabet,” the Palestinian 
analyst said. 

Israel has said that the U.N. 
resolutions 242 and 338 are 
terms of reference and not 
necessarily the basis for its 
virion _ of a peace settlement. 

In recent days, Hamas has 
made increasingly contradic- 
tory statements and is seen as 
talang a multi-track approach 
to Palestinian politics. 

While officially taking hard- 
line stands on all issues related 
to the IsraeH-Palestinian rela- 
tionship, Hamas officials pri- 
vately concede that they would 
participate in Palestinian poli- 
tics if a state came into being in 
the still-occupied Palestinian 
lands. 

In feet Hamas officials have 
gone on record as saying they 
would participate in elections 
and other politics in a Palesti- 
nian state in the West Bank, 
Gaza and East Jerusalem. 

Critics accuse Hamas of 
playing a two-track political- 
game. “On the one hand they 
are militants who will not 
accept a two-state solution and 
will use jihad as their weapon 
to fight such a solution,” said a 
Palestinian political analyst in 
-Amman. _“On .the other hand 
Jhcy say they would participate 
in eI5ctlon£ in the name of the 
opposition to the status quo." 

Hamas' willingness to par- 
ticipate in elections — be they 
union, municipal or legislative 
— in the occupied territories is 
seen as a political move aimed 
mainly at obtaining power 
rather than participating in a 
pure “Islamic" quest to liber- 
ate Palestine. 

Despite the PLO lead- 


ership’s acceptance of a staged 
return of the 396 Palestinian' 
expellees in southern Leba- 
non, Hamas continues to say it 
will not accept a phased return 
of the exiles under arty cir- 
cumstances. 

“We would like to stress 
again that we will not accept a 
phased return. We will accept 
what the United Nations Re- 
solution 799 implicitly calls for, 
which is an immediate and 
collective return of the expel- 
lees,” said bead of the Hamas 
mission to Jordan Mohammad 
Nazzal in an interview this 
week. 

The statement comes in re- 
sponse to statements by the 
PLO-backed Palestinian peace 
negotiators that if Israd com- 
mits itself to doing away with 
the policy of expulsion and 
applies resolution 242 and 338 
in its dealings with the Palesti- 
nians then a phased return of 
the expellees would be accept- 
able. 

Hamas insists, however, that 
“under no conditions” would it 
find a phased return as accept- 
able. “We insist that they go 
back together and immediate- 
ly," said Mr. Nazzal. 

Linkages to conditions 
affecting the peace process, 
according to Mr. Nazzal, are 
“irrelevant” since “Hamas re- 
jects the peace process in prin- 
ciple.” 

The PLO and Hamas, while 
still on speaking terms, have 
effectively frozen a four- 
month-old dialogue between 
their leaderships. 

Hamas is the only Palesti- 
nian group of consequence 
which does not come under the 
umbrella of the PLO. It has 
thus far refused to concede to 
PLO conditions which could 
make it a member of the Pales- 
tine National Council, the 
Palestinian parliament-in- 
exile. 

“Our dialogue is not publicly 
frozen but it is effectually on 
hold,” said Mr. Nazzal. Hamas 
accuses PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafet of personally ordering 
the hold on the talks in order 
to “protect the Palestinian 
leadership from answering to a 
more pluralistic constituency.” 

“Mr. Arafet wants us to 
remain silent, not to question 
his decisions,” Mr. Nazzal 


said, adding that Hamas had 
become fully aware of the hold 
on the dialogue when a meet- 
ing between the Hamas repre- 
.sentatives in Amman and a 
senior PLO official was called 
off March. 8 

“We realised then that the 
PLO leadership in Tunis was 
not interested in continuing the 
PLO-Hamas dialogue," said 
tlbe Hamas official. 

Pro-peace talks PLO activ- 
ists in die Arafet camp have 
been urging Mr. Arafat to call 
off the talks with Hamas for 
ir.ionths. 

“Tbey abused the expellee 
crisis and wanted to direct 
P^destinian politics by virtue of 
the expellee dilemma.” said a 
Tunis-based member of Mr. 
A.rafat's inner circle who 
guides peace negotiators from 
abroad. 

' ‘We had been calling on the 
chairman to stop them 
(Hamas) in their tracks for 
mo nths before he actually did 
it,”' said the advisor in a tele- 
phone interview from Tunis. 
He spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

W/hat broke the straw on the 
cam el's back was not the use of 
the -expellee crisis by Hamas, 
however, said member of the 
Palestine Central Council who 
is based in Amman. 

“ttfaen they started their di- 
plomatic manoeuvring with the 
Western governments they 
sowed a wedge between us,” 
said tlie PCC, a member of Mr. 
Arafat’s Fateh faction. 

While Hamas insists that its 
contracts with representatives 
of governments of Italy. Ger- 
many, Britain, Spain and Chi- 
na in February as well as ear- 
lier lovir-ievel contacts with a 
member of the U.S. embassy 
political bureau in Amman 
were no>t aimed at undermining 
the status of the PLO, the 
leadership in Tunis does not 
see it as such. 

Hama:* claims that its con- 
tacts were meant to exert 
further pressure on the West to 
help in th e return of the expel- 
lees, mamy of whom are affili- 
ated to Hamas, and to cam- 
paign against an increasing lob- 
by in the U.S. which wants 
Hamas labelled as a terrorist 
organisation. 

Hamas, PLO members say, 
accuses th e PLO of trying to 
undermine; its organisation by 


shelving a dialogue between 
the two but it will refuse any 
terms which the PLO offers to 
join the PNC. 

“If they join the PNC they 
will be implicated in the results 
of the peace process and that's 
what they don’t want,” Mam- 
douh Nofal, a Tunis-based 
Arafet aide, told the Jordan 
Tunes. “They want to be out- 
side this realm so that when 
there are elections in the occu- 
pied territories they can say 
*you got a bad deal and we had 
nothing to do with it — it was 
the PLO.'” he said. 

While Hamas rejects the 
contention that it harbours 
such “devious” intentions, its 
leaders continue to refuse the 
12 seats on the PNC offered to 
them by the PLO. They say 
free elections are the only mea- 
sure which they will accept as 
to their strength among the 
Palestinian constituents. 

Hamas claims that 25 to 35 
per cent of all Palestinians in 
the occupied territories sup- 
port Hamas. It, like the PLO. 
rejects the findings of a recent 
opinion poll taken in the occu- 
pied territories by the Jeru- 
salem Media and Communica- 
tions Centre, an independent 
Palestinian organisation in 
Jerusalem. 


According to the poll 10 per 
cent of the population in the 
West Bank support “Islamic 
movements” while 16 per cent 
support diem in Gaza. 

According to the poll, taken 
in February, the PLO got 56 
per cent of the votes in the 
West Bank and 66 per cent in 
Gaza. 

Both groups say the num- 
bers undermine the “real sup- 
port” that they have. 

Thirty-three per cent of 
those asked in the West Bank 
said that only direct elections 
could decide who represents 
the Palestinian people while 16 
per cent said the same in Gaza. 

The PLO and Hamas will 
have to vie for those important 
votes, political observers say. 
Thus far the only indication of 
a political shift came about 
when Gaza chose 10 celebrate 
the ’Eid Al Fitr with long- 
standing financiers of the 
Hamas movement, namely 
Saudi Arabia and Arab Gulf 
countries and the West Bank 
chose to celebrate on the same 
day with Jordan. 

“The state does not yet exist 
but the PLO and Hamas are 
locked in a battle for power 
which will lead us into a very 
uncertain path,” concludes the 
Palestinian political analyst. 
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FOR RENT 
WESTERN AMMAN 


- Furnished super deluxe roof. Three bedrooms, one 
_ master, three bathrooms, dining and sitting rooms 
“ 'L-shaped family room connected to a complete equip- 
ped kitchen, American style. Wide terraces. 

- In same building, super deluxe furnished apartment. 
Three bedrooms, one master, three bathrooms. Dining 
and sitting rooms L-shaped complete equipped kitchen. 
Balconies. 

All private facilities are available for each. 

For further information, please caill phone No. 
819197 or Fax 828286 


Yeltsin, rival survive congress fury 


(Continued from page 1) 


talks late Saturday night. 

Sunday's dramatic develop- 
ments began with a surprise 
announcement of the comprom- 
ise as the congress convened for 
the third day of its emergency 
session in the Grand Kremlin 
Palace. 

“We were able to find basic 
principles upon which we can 
make our way out of this dead- 
lock, ’ Mr. Khasbulatov said, as 
Mr. Yeltsin sat behind him on the 
podium. 

But a parade of spokesmen for 


various parliamentary factions 
quickly took the podium to de- 1 
nounce the deal. 

“Yesterday you said Russia has 
grown tirer of us. Probably that’s 

true but excuse me, we’ve grown 

tiredof you, “hardline leader Via- - 
dimir Isakov told Mr. Khasbula- . 
tov. 

Congress voted 687-130, wiih 
31 abstentions, to reject the com- 
promise. Hardline lawmaker Vla- 
dimir Isakov then proposed re-, 
moving both Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. 
Khasbulatov from their posts. 


FOR RENT 

For rent 2 super deluxe 3-bedroom flats, 
furnished or unfurnished. 

Location: Khalda, near the International 
Community School and the English School. 

If interested, please call 
Mr. George, tel. 847277 


CADILLACS 


1992 Sedan Devilles .. 

Buy directly from USA/ :3 rio middleman. 
Great prices, excellent condition, low mileage, 
all options. 

Also available: Caprice Classics, 4 WD GM 
vehicles 

To inquire: Fax (216) 933-2772 from 
7 a.m. - 3 p.m. local time in English only, 
Att: V.R. Kaminski, or locally: Fax: 753-209 
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CENTRO CULTURAL ESPANOL 



•* *• 

ANNOUNCES 

The start of the spring course in Spanish to last 
3 months. 

Registration begins as of March 29. 1993 from 
9 a.m.-l p.m. and from 4 p.m.-7 p.m. except 
Fridays and Sundays. 

The course starts on April 3. 1 993 for all levels 
Classes are to be held Saturdays, Mondays, 
and Wednesdays. 

For More information call 
Tel.: 624049-610858 


Spanish Cultural Centre — Jabal Amman, Third Circle 
Daily except Fridays and Sundays from 9 am- 1 p.m. and from 3-7 p.m. 
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JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


3 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 




PACKMG. AH? FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
OOOR SERVICES ANO 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 


C 
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I CROWN INTL EST. 1 

1 Packing, shipping 
J Forwarding, storage 

| worldwide Removals 

Air, Sea and Land 



CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


120 

Authentic 
Chinese (fishes, 
from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 
Prepared by ew 
CUnt cbtfr 
Open daify for 
lunch & dinner 
Takeaway unices 
Jabal Ai Hussein 
hfiristry of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 
T>L 167755 




ub ram mod sums 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN— 

* Kais Dryctean. 1 Hr. Service 
☆ Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

■it Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut. ohone 8216S6. Fax 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT I 

Speda! Chinese Foods 
grilled Chinese Chefs 

| Open JW0-3J0 A 6M-U:30 

Taka away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

[TBL seiB22, Amman 

Cm# Texted 




STUDIO HAI4J 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop yOur colour film ai 
our shop 'and get:- 

* JUMB& photo 
size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
tnt 20 x 30 cm 


Sbmctsanr - Opp. t»i india y. 
bank. Phone: OU4IU2 

Swftich Kl.vwi 


4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 


For further 
please call: 


details, 


Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



699-420 


CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight . 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

• si Orcie Jabal Airman, near 
Ahi'vyah Gris School 

Taka manor t> avail abte 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 
Tel. 638968 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every room-1 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAKOT1X 

drills 


Amman - Tel 668193 
PQBoic 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


A fystourmt With 
An Artistic AmBiance 


Valentino 

*nc5Tiun*«T 


OPP09TTE TM BUOI GUMMY TIL. MOM 




French 



(Euisinc 


RESERVATION 
TEL 819564 



’Italian Restaurant 

Live Music 

open for 

lunch & dinner 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy 
Club Cirde - Jordan Super- 
market BuHdfog , 2nd Floor 
Tel : 824677 



Restamt 
1 Tap Bar 

International Dishes 

& Spanish Specialities 



Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jebal Annan - &d Cirde 
For Reservation Tel Q5080 -1 
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David Wheaton 

Wheaton saves 

U.S.from whitewash 

MELBOURNE (AP) — Rookie David Wheaton beat Wally Masur 
in straight sets Sunday, saving the United States from its worst Davis 
Cup tennis defeat in 20 years. 

Wheaton downed Masur 6-4, 7-5 in the second of the reverse 
singles, but Australia still ousted the defending cup champion 4-1 in 
their first-round match at Kooyong. 

Mark Woodforde won the first of Sunday's singles when he beat 
Brad Gilbert 5-7, 6-1, 6-4. Both reverse singles were reduced to best 
of three sets. 

Woodforde won all three of his matches and teamed with Todd 
Woodbridge to beat Richey Reneberg and Jim Grabb in Saturday's 
decisive doubles. 

The United States sent an under-strength Davis Cup team down 
under and it p3id the penalty. Captain Tom Gorman is now left 
wondering whether he may pay the penalty of losing the job he had 
held for eight years. 

The top-seeded Americans went into the contest without big guns 
Jim Courier. Andre Agassi, Pete Sampras and John McEnroe, who 
would like to replace Gorman as U.S. Davis Cup coach. 

Gorman, however, defended his under-manned team. 

"The group of guys we had here were fabulous," he said. 

Wheaton said he had been determined the United States would not 
suffer its first 5-0 Davis Cup loss since it fell by that margin to 
Australia in the 1973 final in Cleveland, Ohio. 

‘■It's nice, certainly, to win the last match — but they won the 
war." said Wheaton, who was making his cup debut. "I didn't care if 
the match was over. I was just going to go out and try as hard as I've 
ever tried." 

The Americans were the first defending champions in 1,0 years to 
lose in the first round. The United States beat Switzerland 3-1 in the 
1992 final in Fort Worth, Texas, in December. 

The Australians now face Italy in the second round in Florence 
July 16-18. while the United States faces a promotion-relegation 
match against a team yet to be decided. 

"I think we’ve got to a good chance to advancing/' Fraser said. 

‘‘We’re a very good, competitive Davis Cup nation. Our guys are 
on a high and can see their chances of beating a country which hasn't 
had a lot of success in recent years in Davis Cup." 

Fraser, who Saturday accused Gorman of underestimating the 
Australians, also repealed criticism of the U.S. captain for being 
unable to persuade any of the top Americans to play down under. 

"I was disappointed at the American team that was sent down," 
Fraser said. "1 think the competition deserves better." 

Fraser said Gorman had been an absolutely great cup captain" but 
that McEnroe deserved to be considered for the job. . 

"John McEnroe has been the greatest contributor to' American 
Davis Cup play in recent years," Fraser said. 

"I have the greatest respect and admiration for McEnroe. He 
would be a superb Davis Cup captain." 

Woodforde put aside a night of celebrations to beat Gilbert in 
exactly two hours, serving an ace to clinch the victory. 

“We had chances in every match," Gilbert said. "I* felt like the 
whole team tried hard. We lost, but we lost with dignity." 

The Americans also were the last defending champions to lose in 
the first round. The United States lost 3-2 to Argentina in Buenos ■ 
Aires in 1983 after winning the cup in 1982. 

FRANCE BOOK PASSAGE TO INDIA: France booked a Davis Cup 
passage to India Sunday after Amaud Boetsch wrapped up a 4-1 first 
round win over Austria. 

Boctsch defeated rookie Gilbert Schaller 6-4 6-2 win in the final 
‘bead’ rubber after Horst Skoff had reduced France's unbeatable 3-0 
lead to 3-1 with a surprise 6-3 3-6 6-1 win over Guy Forget. 

France, the 1991 Davis Cup champions, will now meet India who 
completed a 3-2 triumph over last year's finalists Switzerland in 
Calcutta Sunday. 

OLKHOVSKY SAVES RUSSIAN PRIDE: Andrei Olkhovsky 

salvaged some Russian pride by winning a hard fought singles duel 
with Germany’s Carl Uwe Steeb Sunday as the Germans completed a 
4-1 Davis Cup victory. 

Olkhovsky, having lost the first set 6-4. looked boomed in the 
second when Steeb had two match points on the Russian’s serve. 

But he pulled hack to win the set in a tiebreak and take the third in 
similar fashion to win 4-6 6-7 7-0. 

Earlier. 19-year-old Yevgeny Kafelnikov fought gallantly on his 
Davis Cup debut but was easily overpowered by Michael Stic’h in just 
over an hour. 

The former Wimbledon champion outclassed his opponent to win 
6-3 0-4. 

HAARHU1S PULLS OFF DRAMATIC VICTORY OVER COSTA: 
Paul Huarhuis fought back from two sets down to secure a thrilling 
five set victory over Carlos Costa Sunday which kept the Netherlands 
alive in their Davis Cup clash with Spain. 

Haarhuis. ranked 50th in the world, survived two match points on 
the wav to a fine victory, beating Spanish number one Costa 3-6, 4-6, 
o-3. 7-3. b-3. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
1 'am* V»>2 me 


THE LEAST OF EVILS 


Both vulnerable-. Smith deals. 
NORTH 

* Q 5 
Q3 

QJ8752 

♦ A J 9 

WEST EAST 

♦ K 9 ♦ 64 

. A K 10 8 4 .9762 
K 10 3 9 6 

*10 6 2 ♦ Q 8 7 4 3 

SOUTH 

♦ AJ 10 8732 
■ J5 

A 4 

* K 5 
Tbe bidding: 

South West North East 
1 * 2 3 . Pass 

4 * Pass Pass Pass 
Opening lead: King of 
How much has the game devel- 
oped over the past half-century? 
The average player has made great 
strides, but although the experts bid 
infinitely better lhap did their coun- 
terparts’ of former generations, 
there has been no radical improve- 
ment in card-play technique. This 
hand is based an a problem that 
confronted Charles Goren some 50 

^TTh/Sctian protably ™ld nn. 
repeated today, although the fi- 


nal contract. is likely to be the same 
At first glance, it might seem that a 
winning finesse in any suit outside 

of hearts is needed, but the lie of the 
cords presents tbe defenders with 
quite a problem. 

West led the king of hearts and 
continued with the ace. At this 
point, rather early in the game. 
Weal was trapped in an endplay. 
The apparently safe club shift would 
have been fatal— declarer .could in- 
sert the nine and, if it was covered 
by the ten. would 8tdl have a chib 
finesse in reserve. Since declarer 
was marked by tbe bidding with 
both pointed-suit aces, it looked as 
if any return would hand declarer a 
trick and the contract. 

Goren found the only shift to give 
his side a chance — he led tbe nine of 
trumps! Declarer called for the 
queen from dummy, which held the 
trick. However, declarer's problems 
were not yet over. Was West leading 
away from the king of spades, or did 
East have the monarch? Alter ago- 
nized thought, declarer elected to 
continue with a trump to the ten. Ip 
with the king, Goren could now exit 
safely in hearts, and the defenders 
eventually collected a diamond trick 
for down one. 


DAVIS CUP 

Jordan relegated to Group 3 
as Malaysia win 4-1 



By Aleen Bannayam 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Malaysia Sctnday 
managed to complete at 4-1 
victory over Jordan in J their 
Asia/Oceania Zone Grarnp 2 
playoff after they won! both 
reverse angles matches jm the 
final day of comperitiani. 

With this result, Malaysia 
secured its place in Group 2 
while Jordan will be relegated 
to Group 3 in 1994. i 
Malaysia was leading i2-l af- 
ter Saturday's doubles /match, 
and Jordan bad to wiri both 
matches to 'avoid relegation. 
However, everything Sieemed 
to be going wrong for j Jordan 
Sunday, as the Malaysian's 
agile top seed, Ra/mayan 
Ramachandran, defeated Jor- 
dan's No. 1 Hasi A1 JAM 6-0, 
6-7 (3-7), .6-4, 6-3 to!seal his 
team's win. Latter on, 
Malaysia's Terrence Cbia came 
back from a set down (to clinch 
victory with a 2-6, 7-60-4), 7-5 
victory over Jordan 'js No. 2 
Imad Abu Hamda. / 

The results of the Jordanian 
team, who despite (their loss 
fought it out down tte the last 
point,, proved beyond doubt 
what the players halve always 
stressed — the lack jof friendly 
matches and year-round com- 
petitions and training are 
essential to maintain a com- 
petitive form on the Asian 
level. Furthermore, through- 
out Davis Cup competitions 
since 1989, the Jordanian team 
has mainly relied |on Aii and 
Abu Hamda in tyoth singles 
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and doubles matches — a fact 
that is viewed as a heavy dis- 
advantage in the three-day 
Davis Cup competition. 

As the Kingdom’s top seed 
had predicted Saturday. Sun- 
day’s matches were hard- 
fought battles. 

Attended by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, in addition to 
over 100 tennis fans, the 
matches proved to be battles of 
nerves and stamina. 

In the first match, 
Ramachandran had no trouble 
winning the first set 6-0. 
However, that was not the case 
*m the following three sets. 

After the players tied at 2-2 
in the second set, Aii managed 
to break his opponent’s serve 
and won the next game to lead 
4-2. The Malaysian then won 
the following two games to tie 
at 4-4. Both players then lost 
serve with AH committing a 


Innvl Aba ffywMla 

series of double faults, and 
providing his opponent with 
easy shots that enabled him to 
take a 6-5 lead. 

After Aii held serve, the set 
demanded a tiebreaker which 
Aii won 7-3 to take the second 
set 7-6. 

In the third set, Ramachan- 
dran lost serve as at 2-2. 
However, he won the follow- 
ing three games to Lead 5-2 
before Aii won two games of 
his own by deserting tbe base- 
line and attacking the net. 
Nevertheless, the Malaysian 
was determined not to let the 
set slip away, and made Ali's 
task more difficult by winning 
the set 6-4. 

Ramachandran, who made 
his older opponent run 
throughout the court, and took 
advantage of his weaker serve, 
ag?in took a 3-1 lead in the 
third set. Aii, on tbe other 


hand, tried to hang on and won 
two games but eventually con- 
ceded the set 6-3 as Malaysia 

secured a 3-1 win. 

In die second match of die 
day, Jordan's Abu Hamda let 
his match against Cbia slip out 
of his hands just as he had lost 
his first match against 
Ramachandran (7-6, 64, 7-6) 
Friday. 

Abu Hamda took a com- 
manding 34) and then a 5-2 
lead before he led 40-0 and 
won the first set 6-2. 

In the second set, Abu Ham- 
da's powerful serves and pas- 
sing shots gave Chia a hard 
time, however, Abn Hamda 
seemed to lose concentration 
after be was leading 4-3, as 
Chia deprived his opponent of 
the chance to take a 5-3 lead by 
breaking his serve and holding 
his to lead 5-4. 

Both players then held serve 
at this crucial point in the 
three-set match as tbe set de- 
manded a tiebreaker which 
Chia won 7-4 to take the 
second set 7-6. 

In the final set Abu Hamda 
again had the chance to secure 
a win for his team as he had a 
3-0 and then a 4-1 lead. 
However, Chia never lost hope 
and won the following three, 
games to tie 4-4. Both players 
then held serve to tie 5-5. But 
nerves won the battie, as Chia 
broke Abu Ham da’s serve to 
lead 6-5. He then held serve to 
win the set 7-5 and completed 
his country's 4-1 victory in the 
competition. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Papin gives France 1-0 win over Austria 

VIENNA (R) — A copybook goal by Jean-Rerrc Papin sealed a 
1-0 win by France over Austria in a World Cup soccer qualifier 
Saturday. The victory kept the French firmly at tbe top of group 
six, but Austria,, playing for the first time under new manager 
Herbert Prohask.a, now have little chance of qualifying for die 
finals. Papin's go al came in the 62nd minute when he collected a 
pass in his own half and sprinted away from marker Peter Artner. 
Franz Wohlfahrt came far out of his goal, but Papin deceived the 
goalkeeper and calmly netted. France now have eight points from 
four games, two more than Bulgaria who have a match in hand. 

Schwantz wins Australia GP thriller 

SYDNEY (R) — Hot favourite Kerin Schwantz won the 
Australian Mot orcycling Grand Prix is stunning style Sunday in a 
race dominated by the stars and stripes of America’s top three 
riders. Schwantz, in pole position on his Suzuki, started the 500cc 
championship opener at eastern creek poorly but charged through 
the pack to hold the lead for the final two thirds of tbe race. "It 
was hard work... 30 laps around eastern creek is not easy," said 
the lanky Texam after his 20th Grand Prix victory. “This is like a 
Christmas present. It is good to see all the hard work has paid 
off." Schwantz was joined on the winners’ podium by two fellow 
Americans, reigning world champion Wayne Rainey in second 
place and Doug Chandler third, who kept up the chase through- 
out the 30-lap thriller. 

Sabatini; Novotna upset In Houston 

HOUSTON ,(R) — Upsets were the order of the day at the 
$375 ,000 Virginia Slims of Houston tennis tournament as top seed 
Gabriela Sabatini of Argentina and fourth-seeded Czech Jana 
Novotna were ousted. Sabatini, who had crushed her first two 
opponents here, fell to third-seeded Spaniard Conchita Martinez 

6- 3, 6-3 in the first semifinal. In the final, Martinez faces unseeded 
German Sabine Hack, who fought off eight match points to beat 
Novotna in a three hour and nine minute marathon 4-6, 7-6 (8-6) 

7- 6 (1 1-9). Martinez gained confidence from the outset as she 
broke Sabatini’s first serve arid lost just two points in the first two 


games. Sabatini broke back to get to 3-3, but Martinez lifted her 
game and ran off the next three games. The Spaniard maintained 
her momentum the rest of the way as she broke Sabatini to open 
the second set on the way to an insurmountable 5-1 lead. 

Girardelli clinches record 5th overall title 

ARE. Sweden ( AP) — Marc Girardelli, who won his first big time 
ski race north of the Arctic circle in Sweden 10 years ago, clinched 
a record fifth World Cup overall tide Saturdy by finishing third in 
the Giant Slalom finale. Girardelli, 29, who's been competing 14 
years on the World Cup circuit, needed to finish at least fourth to 
wrap up the tide. Only one race remains, a slalom, and the third 
place gave Girardelli an undeatable 112 point lead. Each victory is 
worth 100 points. “I’m glad it's over," Girardelli said. “It was nice 
to have a good race because! didn’t ski well in Lille hammer 
(Norway) last week." Kjetil Andre Aamodt, the world slalom arid 
giant slalom champion from Norway who led afterAbe morning 
run, won the race in a combined time of 2 minutes. 20.65 seconds. 
It was his fourth straight World Cup victory. 

Wilkins leads Hawks past Miami 

ATLANTA (R) — Dominique Wilkins scored 17 of his 37 points 
in tbe second quarter to lead the high-flying Hawks to a 118-106 
triumph over the Miami Heat Saturday. Kerin Willis added 22 
points and 16 rebounds in Atlanta's fourth straight win and 10th 
victory in its last 11 games. Five Hawks scored in double figures, 
including Stacey Augmon with 19 points, Adam Keefe with 16 
and Mookie Blaylock, who had 14 points dished out 16 assists. 
Glen Rice had 19 points and Brian Shaw added 18 for the Heat, 
who also got 17 each from Rony Seikaly and Steve Smith. In 
Orlando, die visiting Nets fell victim to the “Shaq attack” and 
suffered their fourth consecutive road loss. Rookie sensation 
Shaq ui lie O’Neal scored 27 points and grabbed 17 rebounds to lift 
the Magic to a 98-84 victory overNew Jersey. In Denver, Reggie 
Williams scored 29 points and Chris Jackson added 25 to propel 
the Nuggets to a 123-106 victory over the Indiana Pacers. 
Dikembe Mutombo chipped in 19 points and grabbed 15 
rebounds and Lapbonso Ellis had 13 points and 17 boards as tbe 
Nuggets out-rebounded Indiana 6043. 
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...afce to make your exigence 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: The re productive and efficient for 
Gemini Moon ^Vrado f Cow« success. 

* ff&ilr emblems that in- your financial and pmMm* 


uruciir bum k — — . 

unravel difficult problems that in- 
volve close partners... 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have enough -chores and act»- 

rities to keep you busy this day and 

whatever can be improved by put- 
ting your efforts and attention on 
them. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have some arrangements to 
make so that your special aptitude 
can be better performed in die 
future and made more ran* ana 
marketable. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) The 
you have to do need to be 
organised better or you can lose a 
great deal of time on non-essentials 
and miss out on the important. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Think in terms of your 
personal appearance and how it 
can be improved at the barber shop 
or beauty salon of your choice. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) It is a 
day when you need to exercise 
special self-control at your resi- 
dence for little annoyances can put 
you in a mood to act in an adverse 
manner. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A day to forge usual activities 
and seek for the information you 


UBRA: (September B toOctobw 
22) Now yon have a dsy 10 J* , 
utilised by getting into all phne* of 
your financial and practical af&ja 
and put to them on a better basis. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Ycrn have a perfect day — 

nut your attention to the pereo 
£eeds you have and to gel your 
own life organised on a more pro- 
ductive stance. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) There are a multi- 
tude of personal • and intimate 
chores and duties which you could 
wisely spend doing and get out or 
the way to free time for important 
oncoming activities. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 fo 
January 20) You can be so busy 
working unimportant angles aiw, 
preoccupied with your own needs 
that you neglect one who is vital m 
your life and would resent such a 
stance. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru-. 
ary 19) Bring more awareness of 
what is expected or you in the 
outside world today into your 
thinking and then carry through 
doing something about. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You can have a day when yoti 
want to get off to new interests and 
it is a good time to investigate and 
see where they can fit into youc 
scheme of things for the future: 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



"I thought I was supposed to serve it 
frozen. It’s iceberg lettuce.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold 



Yesterday’s 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


[nmi 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GAWKY LOVER TROUGH INFORM 
Answer Wlun a hard-working electrician does— 

LIGHT WORK 



THE Daily Crossword by Hugh M. 


Cleveland 


ACROSS 
1 Light touches 
5 Defies 
ID City In tala 

14 Stravinsky 

15 Muse of poetry 

16 Australian birds 

17 Sources of 23D 

20 Informers 

21 Fleming end 


22 Do sums 

23 Bam space 
25 Rook 

29 Swipes 

32 Tends great 

33 Certain naftoad 
car 

34 Mined (to) 

36 Starts tor 23D 

40 Aunt ct Aragon 

41 Change the 


42 Kazan 

43 Janitor at times 

45 Lidded boxes 
<7 Ebro end 
Grande 

48 Disapproval 

EfugfulLuk 

MlOKaOUn 

49 BUnl pans 

SI Joins a contest 
56 Endtoge tor 230 

59 Otherwis e 

60 Cornered 

61 F*8bw 

62 NJ. team 

63 U nke mpt 

64 Red and Black 

DOWN 

1 Record 

2 Rain In Spam? 

3 European 
capital 

4 Sp.-odss: abbr. 
SRJdfctae 

6 Sparked 

7 Staflum cheers 

8 Timetable abbr. 

9 FamBy member 

10 Tel 

11 Arabian See QuH 

12 — the word] 

13 Venomous 
snake 

18 Kind ot exam 


aa aai 

an 


n aia 

laaHMH 


Tixw STric— . me. 


19 Disagree 

23 Puzzle theme 

24 Hodgepodge 

25 Players 

28 JeHed garnish 
Offiah stock 

27 School at fish 

28 Asiatic holiday 

29 Batting 
question 

30— against 
(attacks) 

31 Spar 

33 First and third, 

35 Congou and 
souchong 

37 Barrier of stakes 

38 Comatfian Jay 

39 Charge 

44 dears 

45 Light ptay 
*6 Arizonian 

46 Arched 

49 Tree trunk 

50 Corrode 

51 Manitoban 


Yesterday's Pnate Sefred: 
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HiSS 81 56 Lobster's 

S3 Of — 1 Stag- mother 
S4 Skttan volcano 57Aves. 

S5 Concordes SBPeydM 
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CUMIttW** MMC 


MM 1WU 

JOfiOAN national swot 
jkbusthiaj. PKVKumoorr ium . 
not housing bars 
jqmbuh w«*J* bm« 

Amu joh»a» irvksthhnt hank 

JOHDAH ISLAMIC UANK 

mu ON HANK rail SAVING A IKVKSTWarT 

BUSINESS UAMt 

iMVKmnarr t rmwtas bark 
I t tllkMK ran IHVESTHKWr 
TM SEAK IKtOKMCK 
JOKDA* IWKX lOTWANCB 
HOLT LAND INSUKANCX 
nULADELMUA IKAIKAWCB 
AHAN LX ITS 6 ACCIDt2*T XKmullKJS 
JWDANtAN KLBCTMC POMVH 
INBID DISTRICT KUCTNIC1T9 

AKAH ' ;H7KKVATI0WAL ItrTTItl-S 
NATIONAL PCSrmiLXD 5W3IRIT1KS 

heal kstbtk iirvtunroarr 
JOHDAM CULT MEAL ESTATE IHtfBSTHBttT 
PSTRA BOWH I BBS b KQV1HOOITS LEASING 
' JORDAN nmDUUTlOWU. TOAD INC dCNTUI 

MnCUlNAKY KQUII*. HKHTiMU L HA I HTOSAMCt! 
UNITED MIDDLE EAST L CDNNOD OK HOTELS 

-ATTANOBSI- CONST. MATUUAL HAMtfKACIUKlKC 
THE JORDAN CKNKWT PKTOhUB 
JOHDAM HKCTHATK MINES 
JORDAN yemOLKUH HOOHAIO 
WOOLEN IIBUSTRUBi 

7TW INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL L ACR I CULTURAL 
-THK JORDAN WBTBI H ILLS 
ARAU HHAAMACEtmCAL RANUNACTURIK 
johdan ckrahic mwsnuis 
TUB JORDAN PIPES HAKUrACTURlMG 
THIS PUBLIC MIN INC 
JU1HBUK t HKAVINC 

TGl* AL DANA DEVELOPMENT b XNVKSTHBVT 
ARAB INVESTMENT C XNRRNATIOHAL TRADE 
MM ALUMINUM IMW.DS 
LIVESTOCK b raULTRX 
OJBORAL INVESTMENT 
ARAB jwn CONVERT! NO b TRAD INC 
JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 
NATIONAL Sim IRDOSTHr 
RATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

JWTKWfKDIATK PETMCHdlEHXCAL UBUSTMU 
JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIE, 

JUUUAM kOCKUOOL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JOHDAM INDUSTRIES b MATCU/JXHCO 1 
OCpDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL CABLE b HIKE HANDrACTUPlNO ’ 
aoMUK SluUO-CuMlckU 
ARAD CEHTER POM PHAMM. b CHIOflCALS 
30RSAN IUMAIT CO. FOP MWI. b KM) IMD. 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
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, 1 1 HD. OP TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET i 
1 TRAD I NO VOLOKH IN THE PARALLEL MARKET I JD 
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OTEDIW CLOSIEG 

VOLUME 

CLOSING 

14* ICE 

MICE 

JD 
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132.000 

133.000 

132-000 

4U,J8C 

5.090 

S.WG 

5.080 

1.V2S 

3. 880 

3.050 

1.850 

i/.»no 

3-940 

3.900 

3.91D 

i,m 

2.000 

2.500 

2.544 

v.yn 

5.480 

5.454 

5-450 , 

W,MB 

4.890 

4.900 

4.900 

4.330 

4.230 

4.330 

4.230 

■ 11.10b 

2.230 

3-170 

3. IDO 

4.7H 

5.400 

6.160 

6.300 

2L.7B3 

1.780 

1.760 

1.780 

-f ,81 J 

2. BOO 

2.750 

2.750 

Hi, 470 

4.180 

4.160 

4.110 

.1.400 

2.400 

3.400 

3,400 

400 

4.300 

4.500 

4.500 

1,071 

3.200 

3.150 

3.150 

nv,L73 

2.300 

2.210 

2.210 

?,3DJ 

3.3MJ 

J.lUO 

. 3. 380 

1JJ . 970 

5.990 

5.800 

6.290 

220.234 

4.820 

4.810 

4.760 

14,418 

1.590 

1.680 

1.670 

17,517 

0.810 

0.810 

0.810 

(.,040 

1.170 

1.190 

1.190 

020 

I.B20 

1.600 

1.500 

10.00 

1.460 

1.450 

1.430 

.'b,7M 

a. 370 

a. JbD 

2.320 

1,480 

2.080 

1.980 

1.900 

L4.749 

1.850 

1. 860 

1.860 

«rt,990 

4. COO 

4.600 

4.600 

20,423 

10.070 

10.070 

10-050 


3.000 

2.960 

2-960 

6.721 

L. 10O 

6.060 

6-000 

4.900 

9.800 

9.900 

9-900 

18.371 

7.100 

7.100 

7.030 

0,300 

0.350 

6.300 

6.3D0 

900 

3.810 

3.840 

3.820 

795 

3.150 

3.180 

3.180 

10, 194 

3.350 

3.350 

3.340 

40,708 

12.500 

12.250 

12.250 

UJ.1D0 

3-580 

3.570 

3.600 

a i.3, eio 

14.500 

14.600 

14.350 

180,708 

0.870 

0.840 

0.870 

14,080 

2.500 

2.500 

2.630 

3,738 

1.800 

1.780 

1.180 

C.100 

0.680 

0.660 

0.660 

44.033 

6.100 

6.150 

6-080 

8,710 

0.980 

0.970 

0.960 

04,003 

4.380 

4.290 

4.330 

2,139 

5.400 

5.330 

5.3*0 

71*0 

3.BOO 

2-820 

2.(^0 

1 U.01V 

14.350 

14.200 

14.140 

I3.07J 

1.310 

3.300 

1.30O 

20.009 

0-64D 

0.640 

0.650 

i.1.029 

9.090 

9.000 

8.970 

03,110 

4.750 

4.700 

4.700 

lll.lJO 

4-400 

4.400 

4.420 

4,489 

1.740 

1.140 

1.750 

24,234 

5.760 

5.730 

5.700 

7. 103,033 
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ForeignExchange Market Summary 
: (March 22 — March 26, 1993) 

AMMAN — Dollar exchange rates fluctuated within a narrow 
range against European currencies last week. The Japanese 
unit, on the other hand, surged early in the week to an all time 
high of around I IS yen to the dollar, before falling back. The 
U.S. unit thus finished the week little changed from the previous 
week. 

The main feature of trading activity was the lack of consensus 
among market participants over the short term direction of 
exchange rates. Market reports reflected marked uncertainty 
over the implications of the political turmoil in Russia and over 
Bundesbank plans for German interest rates in the short term, 
as well as the absence of new substantive economic information. 
Trading was thus inspired by speculative and technical consid- 
erations, causing exchange rates to fluctuate without dear 
direction. Book-squaring befell the" end of the first quarter 
further' discouraged traders from Adopting the end of the first 
quarter further discouraged traders from adopting new posi- 
tions. 

A surge in Tokyo stock prices pushed (he Nikkie index to a 
1993 closing high Monday, feeding through into a yen rally 
against the- dollar. The U.S. unit thus fell to 115 yen during 
Tokyo trading hours, before dosing at 1 15,65 yen in New York. 


But the yen started to ease on profit-taking as of late Tuesday, 
filling to back to 1 17.54 yen to the dollar by the dose of New 
9brk Wednesday. Speculative demand for tire yen was deterred 
by fears of intervention by the Bank of Japan, a threat that was 
spelled -out by the Japanese finance minister, in addition to an 
evolving perception that Japan's major trading partners, the G-7 
countries, wilt seek to reduce their trade deficit with Japan by 
means other than a constantly rising yen. This came after a 
barrage of conflicting hints and comments by U.S. President 
Ginton on the one side, and U.S. treasury undersecretary- 
designate and senior Japanese officials on the other. Technical 
consideration further accentuated (he yen's decline. 

As for the do liar-mark, a major issue was whether the 
Bundesbank was going to allow market interest rates to foil, and 
more importantly, over the timing of the next interest rate cut. 
A decision by the Bundesbank to set a variable rate Repo tender 
Tuesday was perceived by traders to he a subtle way of reducing 
speculative pressure on the mark. In another development, the 
Bundesbank cut the three -day treasury bill rate Thursday, to 
match the discount rate at per cent. Although the move was 
largely technical and had no particular significance in itself, 
traders look it as a signal that the Bundesbank would allow 
L money market rates to ease as well. The -dollar thus closed at 
* 1.6431) marks, its highest level of the week. 

Uncertainty over the short-term direct ion^of exchange rates 
led tu divergent expectations towards the end of the week. 
White technical analysts believe the dollar will witness a 
set-back, many market participants arc awaiting the results of 
the next Bundesbank council meeting on Thursday April, and 
U.S. employment data the next day. to provide clearer 
direction. 

Hew York Oaring Bates for Major Cttmmries Against the 
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Jordan, 
EC do 
business 
at Bari 

AMMAN — “Jordan earnestly 
wishes to strengthen its rela- 
tions with the European Com- 
munity," says Dr. Mabdi A1 
Farban. Director of the Jordan 
Investment Corporation (JIC), 
and events such as the recent 
Europartenariat in Bari, Italy, 
are an ideal way of doing it. 

The JIC and five private 
sector companies participated 
in the event which brought 
more than 1500 firms from 
over 40 European countries 
and from neighbouring 
Mediterranean countries 
together to explore the possibi- 
| tities of forming business part- 
nerships of all kinds. 

Dr. Farhan says the Jorda- 
nian participants in the Bari 
event were impressed with its 
organisation and with the re- 
sults of their own meetings. 

The Jordanian acquaintance 
with Europartenariat began 
with. a September 1992 invita- 
tion to participate in what has 
previously been a largely Euro- 
pean Community (EC) event 
but is now one which welcomes 
participants from the 
Mediterranean countries and 
from eastern Europe. 

They were invited to a meet- 
ing with the Bari organisers 
arranged through the Italian 
embassy in Amman, and were 
provided with a catalogue giv- 
ing foil details of the 386 Ita- 
lian firms participating. They 
were thus able to chose those 
with whom they would like to 
make appointments well in 
advance of the event. 

When they arrived in Bari 
and could visit the company 
stands, they could see for 
themselves what the Italian 
companies had to offer and 
could make further appoint- 
ments if they wished. 

Dr. Farhan says he was to 
find that the Jordanians also 
had their own stand, equipped 
with a computer terminal with 
full details of the participating 
companies, and that the JIC 
staff were Jordan’s “repre- 
sentative” at Bari. It was a role 
they were happy to take on 
especially as the private sector 
represerifotTves’ wefff 'totally 
occupied 'With their bwn 
appointments. 

The Agricultural Marketing 
and Processing Company 
( AMPCO) has now gone furth- 
er than just meetings and is 
inviting offers from Italian 
companies for a new tomato 
processing plant. 

Since his return from Italy, 
Dr. Farhan says he has learned 
that some 44 per cent of the 
companies at Bari were from 
the EC while 56 per cent were 
from the EFTA countries. 
Eastern Europe and the 
Mediterranean, a dear sign 
that it is becoming a regional 
event of increasing importance 
to non-EC companies trying to 
find a place in Europe. 

With the success of Bari in 
mind, the JIC is now consider- 
ing the next Europartenariat 
which will take place in Lille, 
France in June — EC Newslet- 
ter. 



Yugoslav citizens with foreign currency savings in Belgrade banks 
protest in front of the federal government building after ft was 
announced that their deposits would be used to repay the public 
debt. The savers demanded money back or state guarantees for 
their deposits (AFP photo) 



Louis Gerstner (left), new chief executive of International Business 
Machines (IBM) corporation, and John Akers, the former chief 
executive, pose for a photo after a news conference. The conference 
was railed to announce that Mr. Gerstner would bead the 
79-year-old and the world's biggest computer company (AFP 
photo) 


— FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Location: Shmeissani. opposite the Arab Bank 
Luxuriously furnished ground floor apartment. Three bedrooms, 
spacious living and dining rooms, kitchen, 2 baths, surrounding 
garden, parking place and separate entrance. Equipped with 
central heating and telephone. 

Call 669012 or 774457 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


Furnished/Unfurnished Flats 
For Rent 

,1.3 bedrooms, sitting, dining and salon. Centraj .heating and 
j.i"teiepbone. ■ Near .Shraeisani, Hospital,,, - 

Z 2- bedrooms, sitting, dining and ^lon. .Central -.heating^ 
telephone, near Jordan University. 

Call 931998, between 3:00-6:00 pjn. 


FOR RENT 

American Style Soper Deluxe Furnished Villa 

Located in Abdoun. Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining 
room and sitting room. 

We also have villas and flats, furnished and unfurnished 
for rent, located in the western parts of Amman. 

Please call tel.: 645766 


JARRAR RENT A CAR 
Philadelphia Hotel 686596/663100 
Alia Hotel Air Port 08/51000 
HQ 603500 Fax 670498 
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Kuwait mulls giving 


debtors incentive to pay 


KUWAIT (R) — Borrowers in- 
volved in Kuwait's festering $20 
billion bad debt problem should 
receive unspecified “incentives" 
to repay immediately at least part 
of what they owe, parliament's 
finance committee said Saturday. 

The 9,546 borrowers include 
many of the emirate's major busi- 
ness concerns, most of which are 
represented by the chamber of 
commerce. 

The committee of the 
opposition-dominated National 
Assembly made the recom- 
mendation after meeting cham- 
ber of commerce and industry 
officials to discuss a plan to bail 
commercial banks out of their 
chronic debt problems. 

Worries over the 11-year-old 
issue have helped keep the eco- 
nomy stagnant despite a post- 

Gulf war revival in oil revenues 

and big spending on the repair of 
war-damaged oilfields. 

Economists say long-term eco- 
nomic revival is impossible with- 
out a solution to the problem, 
which stems from' the 1982 col- 
lapse of the Souq Al Manakh 


unofficial stock market. 

A small minority of the bor- 
rowers — 2.5 per cent — owe a 
staggering 68 per cent of the debt. 

The committee said in a state- 
ment that Saturday's meeting had 
discussed possible solutions ' for 
advancing the delayed second 
phase of a plan to solve the 
problem. 

In the first phase, the govern- 
ment last year swapped $20 tril- 
lion of the banks' portfolios of 
dubious loans for rock-solid but 
low-yeilding treasury bonds 
which mature in 20 years. 

Under the second phase, de- 
btors are meant to disclose their 
financial positions to the central 
bank while repayment terms are 
agreed by parliament in coopera- 
tion with government. 

Few have made disclosures be- 
cause under current proposals re- 
payment terms are linked' to 
assets, a condition that has en- 
couraged big borrowers to keep 
funds parked safely abroad. 

Central bank officials have said 
the problem is so large that few of 


the borrowers are expected to 
repay 100 per cent. 

Saturday's statement, carefully 
skirting around the notion of debt 
forgiveness, said any solution had 
to categorise the debtors accord- 
ing to how much they owed and 
offer them the chance to repay 
some of their debts immediately. 

The statement, listing issues 
where it said the two bodies’ 
points of view had coincided, said 
the meeting had approved “the 
principle of immediate repay- 
ment by finding incentives, to 
provide more than one (repay- 
ment) alternative for a debtor." 

The statement did not elabo- 
rate on the notion of incentives 
beyond saying such payments 
could be in instalments over a 
limited number of years. 

But last week the chamber 
proposed a tiered solution to the 
problem that would involve in 
effect forgiving the debts of the 
4,740 smallest borrowers — those 
owing less than 20,000 dinars 
($66,000) — while requiring par- 
tial repayments from the rest. 


Land prices are 
still too steep 
for most Japanese 


TOKYO (AP) — The good news 
that Japan's super inflated land 
prices fell for the second straight 
year last year have drawn a col- 
lective snort of skepticism. 

Headlines in major newspapers 
declared that owning a house, or 
even an apartment, was still “a 
dream among dreams." 

A national land agency study 
showed that a new 70 square 
metre condominium still costs six 
and a half times an average per- 
son’s annual income. 

That’s down from a peak of 8.5 
times in 1990. But it's nowhere 
near Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa’s promise of making 
homes available at five times a 
workers’ income. 

“Prices are still far from the 
reach of the average consumer," 
said Tokunosuke Hasegawa. an 
analyst at the Research Institute 
of Construction and Economy. 

Residential land prices fell by 
an aver^e*8.7'per cent in 19%r 
according to’ ' the ( land agency's 
study of 20,555 sites throughout 
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the nation. 

A square metre of the most 
expensive residential land, near 
the Imperial Palace in downtown 
Tokyo, was still steep at 8.5 
million yen ($73,000), although it 
had fallen nearly 2S per cent from 
a year earlier. 

The Yomiuri, the largest 
national newspaper, reflected 
widespread sentiment when it 
said that most home buyers com- 
promise on quality for lower 
prices and still “are stuck with a 
small, distant home." 

Because of a lack of affordable 
housing inside the city, most 
Tokyoites commute for several 
hours a day on jampacked trains 
running to distant suburbs. 

Many families live in shoddy, 
crampd apartments that have 
earned the name “rabbit hatch- 
es,” barely larger than the size of 
a spacious American living room, 
that cost up to half a million 
dollars: 

“I sw ir’s not good enough to 
get rabbit hatches. One deserves 
a room of one’s own,” said Mr. 
Hasegawa. 

The declines follow the bur- 
sting of Japan's excessive “bubble 
economy" of the late 1900s, when 
easy credit led to a speculative 
boom in real estate, stocks and 
other investments. 

Analysts say evidence of the 
bubble remains. 

“It must be said that land 
prices are still too much." an 
editorial in the national Asahi 
newspaper concluded. 


China 
to upgrade 
education 
for sake 
of economy 

BEIJING (R) — China plans to 
revamp its education system, 
which has been neglected in the 
nation's search for economic 
prosperity, the China Daily has 
said. 

A sweeping plan sponsored by 
the Communist Party and the 
State Council (cabinet) to im- 
prove the educational level of 
China’s 1.17 billion people has 
been introduced, it said. 

“The low educational standard 
of industrial workers has become 
one of the main obstacles to 
China's economic take-off and is 
also hindering the foil use and 
protection of the country’s 
national resources," it said. 

Schools, under state control 
since the communist takeover in 
1949, will be given more control 
over the curriculum and adminis- 
tration. 

“The government will play 
only a guiding role in legislation, 
funding, general planning, in- 
formation services and policy," 
the newspaper said. 

Students will be encouraged to 
complete nine years of schooling, 
it said. 

Die government will raise 
teachers’ salaries. Wages of uni- 
versity lecturers and school 
teachers have remained pitifully 
low while incomes in private busi- 
ness have skyrocketed since co- 
nomic reforms began in the late 


1980s. 


r FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN SWEIF1YYEH 

Three bedrooms, one of them master, spacious salon, 
dining with glassed-in veranda, modem kitchen with 
veranda, laundry and storage room. First floor with an 
elevator and a telephone, independent central heating 
and a well. 

Please call tel.: 823901 


i o ° ► y 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 634144 


Sylvester Stallane — in 

STOPI OR MY 
MOM WILL 
SHOOT 

Shnws: M.-UU. l:no.3:.*l.6:IS. «:.*). IU:30 



Tel.: 675571 

Nabil Al Mashkni Theatre 


Presents as of March 17, 1993 
the political comedy play 

Definitely. Democracy 
(Demokratiyya Wa Nuss) 
Zawwad Wild Awwad Party 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Macaulay Culkln 

HOME ALONE 2 

“LOST IN NEW YORK 

Shu**: 1 MM. !:(». 3:15. 6:«l. K:I5. HM0 


Ahmed Zaki — in 

Mr. Karate 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 1230. 3:00. 4:45. 6:30. X:3U. 10:30 


Tel.: 677420 
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Cinema 

PLAZA 

Tel.: 699238 



Nabil & Hisham’s 

AH LAN THEATRE 


Tel.: 625155 


Returns on April 5, 1993 with two plays: 

Welcome Parliament and Government 
and 

Welcome New World Order 

Happy Eid 


FRONTIER S foods 
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U.S. MEAT CUTS ARE AVAILABLE IN JORDAN 
FOR RETAIL & WHOLESALE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 

ALW ALIMA FOOD SUPPLIES 

TEL. 826298 
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Truce holds in snowy Bosnia 


Izetbegovic gives Serbs 1 0-1 5 days 


SARAJEVO (AP) — Snow 
apparently helped a ceasefire 
take hold across war-ravaged 
Bosnia Sunday as U.N. officials 
made a fresh attempt to get aid 
through to the desperate eastern 
enclave of Srebrenica. 

The ceasefire agreed upon for 
noon (1000 GMT) across Bosnia- 
Herzegovina followed two of the 
quietest days of the year-old war. 
slightly raising hopes it might 
slick, unlike previous truces. 

More than 130,000 people have 
been killed or are missing in the 
war, and about 2 million have 
been displaced from their homes, 
according to government figures. 

Just five minutes before the 
truce, a spate shelling near the 
presidency building in downtown 
Sarajevo killed three people and 
badly injured five, Bosnian Radio 
said. 

Seven shells hit the airport in 
the northeastern city of Tuzla just 
after noon, damaging two heli- 
copters, said British Maj. Martin 
Waters of the local U.N. 
peacekeeping force. 

The U.N. command in Kisel- 
jak, just outside Sarajevo, other- 
wise reported no ceasefire viola- 


tions by mid-afternoon. Belgrade 
Radio also said all was quiet. 

Bad weather may have helped 
halt the fighting. Snowfall slowed 
midday Sunday in Sarajevo after 
60 hours without pause. Much of 
Bosnia was three feet deep in 


snow. 

The cold worsened conditions 
in Srebrenica, where tens of 
thousands of people are trapped, 
many without shelter, food or 
warm clothing. 

Louis Gentile, a U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) field officer in Srebre- 
nica, told colleagues in Sarajevo 
that many people were on the 
verge of dying and thousnads 
needed hospitalisation. 

Bosnian President Alija Izetbe- 
govic, returning from U.N. peace 
talks in New York where he 
reluctantly signed an internation- 
al peace plan, said he did so 
because he saw no alternative. 

The plan “is indeed a very bad 
one, but other plans are even 
worse," he told reporters in Zag- 
reb, Croatia. 

But he said he would withdraw 
his signature if the Bosnian Serbs, 
the only holdouts, did not agree 


to the plan in 10 to IS days. The 
Bosnian Serbs are to debate their 
stance at a parliament session 
later this week. 

The military commanders of 
the warring Serb, Muslim and 
Groat factions are due to meet 
only on April 6 to discuss demili- 
tarisation if the ceasefire holds 
until then. 

Under the peace plan, tens of 
thousands of peacekeeping sol- 
diers would be needed to monitor 
the division of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina into 10 largely 
autonomous provinces. / 

Mr. Izetbegovic, who met U.S. 
Vice President A1 Gore in 
Washington, said America would 
impose “unprecedented isola- 
tion'' on Serbia if the Bosnian 
Serbs do not sign. 

Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic is widely seen as the 
main instigator of the war that 
erupted after Bosnia’s Muslims 
and Croats voted for independ- 
ence from Yugoslavia last March. 

Bosnia's Serbs, armed and sup- 
plied from Serbia, revolted and 
now hold 70 per cent of the 
territory- The peace plan they 
reject would give them just 43 per 


cent. 

With Serbia's economy already 
reeling under international sanc- 
tions imposed last May, Mr. 
Milosevic now appears eager to 
play peacemaker. 

He arranged talks Friday be- 
tween U.N. commanders and 
Bosnian Serb Commander Gen. 
Ratko Mladic, resulting in Sun- 
day's ceasefire. 

Hopes for the truce had dim- 
med Saturday when the Bosnian 
Serbs broke Gen. Mladic's prom- 
ise of safe passage for a convoy of 
food and medicine for Srebrenica 
led by French Gen. Philippe 
Morillon, U.N. commander for 
Bosnia. 

That convoy left Belgrade Sun- 
day. One truck crashed en route 
because of bad weather, and the 
-convoy reached the Bosnian- 
Serbian border only in the after- 
noon, UNHCR officials said. 

Gen. Morillon has been based 
in Srebrenica for almost 2W 
weeks, shuttling in and out for 
talks to try and save the town 
from a Serb onslaught. He was in 
Pale, the Bosnian Serbs’ bead- 
quarters, Sunday, U.N. officials 
said. 


56 killed in S. Korea train accident 


SEOUL (Agencies) — At least 
56 passengers were killed and 110 
were injured Sunday when an 
express train careered off the rails 
in South Korea, state television 
said. 


Victims were rushed to hospit- 
als and a rescue team, using 
bulldozers, was still searching the 
wreckage of the coaches for 
possible survivors. 


Rain-soaked ground under the 
tracks collapsed, and two cars 
overturned and crumbled into the 
hole, officers added. 

The train was carrying some 
620 people in six cars, about 100 


more than its seating capacity, 
said Yonhap, South Korea’s 
national news agency. 

Police said the train was near- 
ing its terminal in the southern 
city of Pusan on the trunk line 
from Seoul when it derailed at 
about 0800 GMT. 

Dozens of passengers were 
trapped in the overturned cars, 
Yonhap said. Some passengers 
were heard groaning inside a 
crumbled car as workers with 
heavy equipment tried to rescue 
them, it added. 

Television footage showed 
bodies and debris tangled under 
the cars. 


There were conflicting reports 
on the death toll, but MBC Tele- 
vision said at least 52 people were 
killed. 

MBC quoted witnesses as 
saying about 30 metres of track 
suddenly collapsed as the train 
was moving at a normal speed. 

“It was like an explosion.” a 
witness was quoted as saying. 

“I saw the ground crumbling 
and put on the brake quickly. But 
it was too late." Oh In-Hwan . the 
engineer, told reporters. 

Police said they were question- 
ing electric company officials ab- 
out recent work to lay electric 
wires under the track in the area. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


ANC expects 53% in all-race election 


HERMANUS, South Africa (R) — The African National 
Congress expects to win at least 53 per cent of the vote in South 
Africa’s first all race election with support from up to 70 per cent 
of blacks and only two per cent of whites. ANC election 
coordinator Ketso Gordhan said Saturday. Mr. Gordhan told 
reporter s at a conference in Herman us. near Cape Town, that the 
movement, legalised in 1990 after 30 years of underground 
opposition to apartheid, planned to field about 180,000 volunteers 
ahead of the poll expected before the end of April next year. He 
said the ANC expected President F.W. De Klerk's ruling 
National Party to emerge as the second biggest party with about 
20 per cent of the national vote and a majority of votes from the 
white minority. South Africa has a total population of about 35 
million, including about five million whites. The ANC expects 
about 21 million people to qualify for the first all-race election. 
Mr. Gordhan said the ANC would fight the election in alliance 
with the South African Communist Party and the Congress of 
South African Trade Unions, but that candidates from those 
parties would owe their allegiance to the ANC first. 


Aspin unveils defence budget 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Defence Secretary Les Aspin unveiled 
President Bill Clinton's slimmed-down, $263.4 billion military 
budget Saturday, portraying it as a “very cautious 1 ' blueprint that 
preserves many Reagan- Bush era weapons systems. Reductions 
of 108,000 in active duty military and a pay freeze account for 
much of Mr. Clinton's defence cuts in the spending plan for the 
fiscal year beginning Oct. I. The overall fiscal 1994 budget is 
about $10 billion less than this year's level — and some $12 billion 
short of what former President George Bush envisioned for the 
post-cold war era. Over a four-year period, Mr. Ginton plans to 
cut defence spending by $88 billion, an increase from the $60 
billion reduction he pledged during the presidential campaign. 
Left unanswered was the fate of most major weapons program- 
mes, including future development of tactical aircraft for the air 
force and navy, a light helicopter for the army and an attack 
submarine. Mr. Aspin is reserving judgment on those program- 
mes, as well as scores of others, pending the results of a major 
review slated for this summer. 


Bomb damages new German prison 


DARMSTADT. Germany (AP) — A bomb exploded at a newly 
constructed prison in Darmstadt Saturday, seriously damaging the 
building but causing no injuries. Police said leftist Red Army 
Faction terrorists were suspected. Darmstadt police said the 
bomb exploded at about 5 a.m. (0400 GMT) at the entrance of the 
prison administration building, after the attackers tied up two 
guards and eight prison employees. It was not immediately clear 
how many attackers took part, police said. The prison was to have 
opened in less than a week. Police said the attack caused an 
estimated 100 million marks ($61 million) in damage- 


New fighting erupts in Karabakh 


MOSCOW (AP) — Nagrono- Karabakh Armenians and Azerbai- 
jan plunged into a new round of warfare over the disputed region, 
with both sides reporting heavy shelling and many casualties, 
news agencies said. Nagorno-Karabakh officials claimed that 
Azerbaijani forces pounded villages in the enclave Friday in 
preparation for a ground assault Saturday, the Interfax News 
Agency said. It said fighting was fiercest Saturday in the Keldajar 
and Mardakert regions of Nagomo Karabakh. The Azerbaijani 
Defence Ministry claimed in a separate statement chat Armenian 
forces had started the asault by shelling Azerbaijani villages 
outside the territory, Interfax reported. 


Salwa Boutique — Amman 

Announces 


Liquidation sale of 

40% to 70% off 


on ail types of items including dresses for joyful 
events and evenings 
As the store is undergoing redecoration. 

Amman - Rainbow Street Tel.: 658875 


Military 
must keep 
leading role 
— Burmese 


leader 


RANGOON (AP) — The head 
of the country’s ruling junta has 
said the military has no intention 
of keeping sole power, but must 
retain a leading role in national 
politics to prevent instability. 

Gen. Than Shwe, leader of the 
ruling State Law and Order Res- 
toration Council, pledged in a 
speech that the military will "sys- 
tematically retransfer state po wer - 
to the people to whom it intially 
belongs.” 

The junta has organised a con- 
stitutional convention which is 
now in the process of drafting 
guidelines for a new charter. 

But opponents say the military 
shuld first hand over power to the 
winners of parliamentary elec- 
tions held in 1990. Pro- 
democracy leaders, including the 
elected parliamentarians, have 
since been killed, jailed or forced 
into exile by the junta. 

The military's most prominent' 
opponent. Aung San Suu Kyi, 
who won the 1991 Nobel Peace 
Prize for her nonviolent opposi- 
tion to the military dictatorship, 
is now in her fourth year of house 
arrest in Rangoon. The party she 
helped found, the National 
League for Democracy, was the 
landslide winner of the 1990 elec- 
tion. 

Critics of the junta also say the 
constitutional convention is un- 
representative of pro-democracy 
parties and ethnic minorities, and 
point out that its schedule is open 
ended. 

The junta has publicly in- 
structed delegates that a new 
constitution must reserve a lead- 
ing role for the military. 

Than Shwe, whose comments 
came in a speech marking Armed 
Forces Day, described the matter 
of who should direct national 
politics as “broad and delicate.” 

He said the military “is in a 
position where it cannot shun the 
duties for preventing the danger 
of disintegration of the union, 
disintegration of national solidar- 
ity and loss of sovereignty.” 

The junta established author- 
itarian control over the country 
after a September 1988 coup d’e- 
tat. Before then, the military 
exercised indirect but stria au- 
thority after staging a coup 
against a parliamentary govern- 
ment in 1962. 

Meanwhile, the official Work- 
ing People's Daily reported 
Saturday that government forces 
had killed more than 1.000 rebel 
soldiers in combat over the past 
year. 

Government troops fought 
against ethnic Shan, Karenni, and 
Karen forces and pro-democracy 
student guerrillas in the eastern, 
southeastern and southern milit- 
ary reports. They battled forces 
belonging to the Kachtn and Shan 
ethnic groups in the northern and 
northwestern region. 


Belgian 
king under 
pressure 
to act on 


crisis 


BRUSSELS (R) — Belgium’s 
King Baudouin. caught between 
complex politics and the burden 
of the country's huge debt, is 
under pressure to resolve a six- 
day-old government crisis. 

Belgian newspapers and 
analysts said the Belgian frar.c 
could weaken if the crisis persists. 

“Politicians are very sensitive 
that the franc will come under 
speculative attack,” Peter Praet, 
chief economist at Generate 
Bank NV, said on Belgian Televi- 
sion. 

Bui some commentators said 
the delay in a derision by the king 
whether to accept the govern- 
ment's resignation, offered Tues- 
day. indicated there were behind- 
the-scene talks among the coali- 
tion partners on a face-saving 
compromise that will keep them 
in power. 

The daily Le Soir said there 
might be a minor cabinet reshuf- 
fle, with the replacement of the 
Budget Minister Mieke Offeders 
and the outspoken Social Affairs 
Minister Philippe Moureaux. 
Government officials declined to 



LI REELECTED: Premier Li Peng (right) is 
congratulated by new Chinese President Jiang 
Z>mi«i (left) after Mr. Li was named to a second 


five-year term Saturday. As expected, National 
People’s Congress overwhelmingly approved Mr. 
LTs nomination (AFP photo) 


Pretoria ‘considers future’ of homelands 


comment. 

The ruling parties Christian 
Democrats and Socialists from 
both the French speaking south 
and the Flemish speaking north, 
do not want new elections as they 
are performing badly in the opin- 
ion polls. 

“I think this crisis is a reflection 
of the internal problems of the 
coalition partners.” Xavier 
Mabille, director of the Belgian 
political think tank Centre De 
Recherche Et DTnformation 
Sorio Politique, said on Belgian 
Television. 

King Baudouin had three hours 
of talks Friday with Prime Minis- 
ter Jean Luc Dehaene. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa's government is 
considering a plan to end the 
“independence" of three black 
homelands and bring them back 
under the rule of Pretoria, a. 
Johannesburg newspaper said 
Sunday. 

The Sunday Times said Presi- 
dent. F.W. de Klerk faces a mutiny 
within his ruling National Party 
over the defiant attitude of Trans- 
kei's military ruled Major Gener- 
al Bantu Holomisa. 

Gen. Holomisa has accused top 
South African military and poli- 
tical leaders of being involved in 
coup and assassination plots 
against him and other black 
homeland leaders. 

His statements, in which he 
also warned he would use military 
force to keep South African 
security units out of his territory, 
have enraged Mr. De Klerk. 

Gen. Holomisa, responding to 
the article in the Transkei capital 
Umtata, said any plan to end the 
homeland's independence would 
mean “the end of the road” for 
the National Party government. 

Government spokesman David 


Steward told Reuters: “The Sun- 
day Times story is based com- 
plctely on unfounded specula- 
tion." 

Establishment of 10 homelands 
for blacks was a keystone of racial 
segregation policies during 40 
years of apartheid rule. 

The homelands of Transkei, 
Gskei, Venda and Bophutbats- 
wana, are nominally independent 
but recongised only by Pretoria. 

The Sunday Times said the 
plan involving the takeover of the 
administration of Transkei, Gs- 
kei and Venda would be put to a 
multi-party conference opening 
in Johannesburg Thursday to 
negotiate South Africa’s transi- 
tion to non-rarial democracy. 

It made no mention of 
Bophnthatswana, the most viable 
of the homelands, but discussions 
were likely to take place between 
Pretoria and the territories ruled 
by Lucas Mangope. 

A commission headed by Judge 
Richard Goldstone appointed by 
the government in 1991 to investi- 
gate the causes of violence in the 
country said in a report last week 
the guerrilla Azanian People's 


Liberation Army (APLA) had 
used Transkei as a base and 
transit route for attacks on whites 
in South Africa. 

The government has accused 
APLA, a Tanzanian-based milit- 
ary wing of radical Pan-Africanist 
Congress (PAC), of targetting 
and killing whites. 

The homelands are dependent 
on Pretoria for their economic 
survival. But the end of apartheid 
has disclosed massive waste and 
corruption in the homelands, 
angering many white South Afri- 
cans whose tax money is used to 
prop-up their governments. 

The African National Congress 
(ANC) has said the homeland 
were a relic of apartheid and 
should be unified with South 
Africa. 

But the ANC Sunday rejected 
any unilateral atteihpt by the 
government to force reincorpora- 
tion of the Transkei. 

“We are all in favour of rein- 
corporation, but not into an apar- 
theid South Africa,” said ANC 
Information Director Pallo Jor- 
dan. He said such an attempt 
would wreck democracy talks. 


Papers gloat oyer Andreotti mafia probe 


ROME (R) — Italian newspapers 
reacted Sunday with a mixture of 
shock and venom to news former 
Prime Minister Giu'lio Andreotti 
is being investigated over sus- 
pected mafia links. 

Few expressed any doubts ab- 
out bis guilt but most always 
believed Italy's pre-eminent post 
war politician would be too clever 
to become involved m the coun- 
try’s spreading corruption scan- 
dal. 

"Yes — even him” announced 
La Republica, incredulously, 
whilst at the same time carrying a 
.cartoon portraying Mr. Andreotti 
as a mafia hit man. 

The 74-year-old Christian 
Democrat, seven times prime 
minister and the Western world's 
longest political survivor until his 
semi-retirement last year, 
announced Saturday that magis- 
trates in the Sicilian capital of 
Palermo have warned him they 
believe he has mafia links. 

The news electrified Italy, both 
because of Mr. Andreotti’s sta- 
ture and the nature of the sus- 


pected offence. 

Most politicians caught up in 
the year-long scandal are merely 
accused of taking bribes, from 
businessmen. 

“This is really shattered news 
— If not entirely unexpected,” 
commented La Stain pa. 

Rumours have circulated for 
over 20 years that Mr. Andreotti 
most be involved with the mafia if 
only because he has been at the 
centre of government for so long, 
several papers noted. 

Many played on his traditional 
sin&er image of the spider at the 
centre of a huge and impenet- 
able web who must surely know 
the truth about the decades of 
conspiracies and mysteries which 
continue to haunt Italy. 

“N oone, or almost no one, has 
ever believed in his sincerity or 
rectitude if only because to sur- 
vive in politics requires a healthy 
capacity to tell lies,” said La 
Stampa. 

“Andreotti was astute, Machi- 
navellian and experienced — in 
short a perfect political animal.” 


Mr. Andreotti broke die news 
in a statement in which he said he 
was bitter but not surprised, after 
at least four mafia informers, 
named him in testimony to inves- 
tigators. 

“We’re not surprised, either, 
anfl neither will most ordinary 
Italians be," commented the left 
wing daily II Manifestor, calling 
Mr. Andreotti the “salamander 
of the regime.” 

“When an entire system is col- 
Ipasing like this one, even the 
untouchables are swept away,” it 
added. 

In between the gloating, one or 
two papers found room to ponder 
the consequences for Italy. 

“It is good that at least the 
truth will be tested before a court 
of law," said Corn ere Della Sera. 
“Italian public opinion have 
somehow accustomed to accusati- 
sons that one of its premier lead- 
ers had links with drug dealers 
and murderers — and that was 
not a healthy state of affairs. 

“The image of the country is at 
stake here," it concluded. 


Dublin housewife channels Irish anger over IRA 


DUBLIN (R) — Dublin house- 
wife Susan McHugh's anger over 
die IRA killing of a three-year- 
old child has touched a deep 
emotional chord in the Irish. 

Less than a week after phoning 
a radio talk show to voice her 
outrage, she finds herself at the 
head of a "people power” peace 
movement crying “enough is 
enough” after more than 3,000 
deaths in the Northern Ireland 
conflict. 

Her emotion charged call tap- 
ped a well of Irish anger after the 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) in 
a bomb attack killed three-year- 
old Johnathan Ball on his way to 
buy a Mother’s Day card in the 
Northern England town of War- 
rington. 

Dublin's Trinity College 
offered her a hall free of charge 
and 2,000 people turned up to 
voice their disgust. 

The crowd gave a standing 
ovation to Gordon Wilson, who 
touched the hearts of millions 
around the world when he for- 
gave the IRA bombers who killed 
his daughter in a 1987 war memo- 
rial massacre. 

Now the prime mover behind a 
mass weekend rally in Dublin. 
Mrs. McHugh has been carried 
along on a groundswell of support 
from ordinary people. 

She speaks simply of her aims: 
“I want people to voice their 
protest in the strongest possible 
way. It is time to shout stop. 
Enough is enough.” 

Mrs. McHugh, who works part 
time in a Dublin nursery school, 
said: “When 1 heard of the bomb- 
ing 1 wondered- what I would do if 


S own children. Emma and 
arles. were killed in that way. 
It does not bear thinking about.” 
She has become an instant 
media celebrity. The phone has 
never stopped ringing. She is 
constantly doing international 
television interviews. 

But she keeps her feet firmly 
on the ground: “I am just an 
ordinary mum with two children, 
a mortgage and a cat.” 
However there is no mistaking 
the fierce conviction in her voice 
when she insists: “Now is the 
time for a ceasefire. The alterna- 
tive is to sit back and do nothing 
at all and I cannot do that.” 
Cynics viewing the world's 
longest running guerrilla conflict 
talk about people being swayed 
by “the politics of the last atroc- 
ity” and point to the decline of 
the last great peace movement in 
the 1970s. 

After three children were kil- 
led by an IRA getaway car in 
Belfast, Mairead Corrigan and 
Betty Williams launched a peace 
movement that drew tens of 
thousands onto the streets and 
won them the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1976. 

But the movement declined 
with bickering breaking ont 
among its members ami argu- 
ments erupting oyer finance. 

People also united on both 
sides of the border in outrage 
after foe 1987 war memorial mas- 
sacre in foe border town of Ennis- 
killen that took the lives of Gor- 
don Wilson’s daughter and 10 
other people. 

a But Mr. McHugh refuses to be 
discouraged: “It is time people 


stood up and made it clear that 
this kind of thing cannot be done 
in our name. Most people in 
Ireland want nothing at all to do 
with it. 

“I am just an ordinary house- 
wife who is not prepared to stand 
back and take these murders any 
longer. The politicians have 
failed so now it is over to the 
people to take action.” 

While families and friends 
mourned Saturday the slayings of 
four Roman Catholic workmen 
by pro British “loyalist" gunmen, 
politicians and parents kept up 
pressure for peace in strife tom 
Northern Ireland. 


Reynolds said on BBC Radio 4. 

“But we have to keep trying. 
We have to try and get people to 
realise that the end result of 
violence begets more violence 
and that is not the way forward.” 

In Belfast, John Hume, leader 
of foe Social Democratic and 
Labour Party, which speaks for 
most Catholics in Northern Ire- 
land, made an impassioned plea 
to foe IRA to stop killing. 


Three of the construction 
workers gunned down in the 
quiet seaside town of Castierock. 
80 kilometres northwest of Bel- 
fast, were buried Saturday. 

In Dublin, Irish Prime Minister 
Albert Reynolds said his govern- 
ment was ready to go anywhere at 
anytime to meet anyone to find a 
political settlement to the 24 
years of troubles in Northern 
Ireland. 


His appeal on BBC Radio 4 
followed the killings of the two 
children in Warrington, north- 
west England, by two IRA bombs 
on March 20 and the slaying by 
loyalists of a Catholic teenager m 
Belfast Friday, as well as the four 
construction workers. 

A yigfl for foe two boys was 
held in Warrington by mothers 
Against Murder and Aggression. 
Founder Charlie Rose, 33, called 
for an end to foe violence which 
took the children's lives. 

“It’s been* a bad week,” Mr. 


“The Irish people are telling 
foe FRA in the clearest possible 
terms ... if you believe in the 
people of Ireland, whose flag you 
wrap around you. then you will 
listen to them and lay down your 
arms.” Mr. Hume told BBC 
Radio Ulster. 

“That is the sort of decision 
that is now needed for foe future 
of all our people, and my appeal 
is direct and simple — lay down 
your arms now." 

The four construction were 
ambushed by the Ulster Freedom 
Fighters. The UFF and foe Ulster 
Volunteer Force, who fashion 
themselves as “loyalists” to foe 
British crown, have been re- 
sponable for foe largest share of 
foe 24 deaths in Northern Ireland 
this year. 


Security was tight at foe funeral 
of James Kelly, a 25-year-old 
bachelor whom the IRA claimed 
as a member. 

The Auxiliary Bishop of Derry, 
Dr. Francis Lagan, said at foe 
funeral of James McKenna, a 
52-year-old father of four, that 
foe mainly Protestant town of 
Castierock was sickened by the 
killings. 



Puppy starts blaze 
at flat, leaves 
man homeless 

WEST BROMWICH, EngiSfc 
(R) — A puppy playing with fire 
left his owner homeless Saturday. 
Jack Russell terrier Sam found a 
box of matches while his master, 
retired labourer Ray Hobley, was 
out of his flat. “We believe the 
puppy chewed through a box of 
matches, played with the matches 
and caused friction which started 
foe fire,” said Peter Smith, sta- 
tion officer at the West Bromwich 
Fire Station in central England. 
Firefighters battled through thick 
smoke to find the pup behind the 
refrigerator in foe kitchen. They 
put out the blaze and cared ftp- 
foe little dog until Hobley, 62, 
returned. 


Polish alcohol use 
up 40% from 1989 


WARSAW (R) — Alcohol con- 
sumption in Poland has risen by 
40 per cent since foe collapse 
communism three years ago, Pol- , 
ish News Agency (PAP) saidf 
Saturday. In 1989. Poles drank 
the equivalent of seven litres ofl 
pure spirit a head on average, 
while last year average annual 
consumption had risen to 1P-5 
litres, PAP said, quoting Ministry 
of Health alcohol specialist Dr. 
Jerzy Melibruda. There are 
around one million adult alcoho- 


lics in Poland, and 2-3 rnillto&c 
adult Poles are constant drinkers. 


although they are not yet depen- 
dent on drink, he said. Teenage 
drinking has more than doubled 
in foe last force years, although 
young appear appear to prefer 
beer to vodka, Poland’s tradition- 
al favourite drink. Beer consump- 
tion has risen threefold in the past 
three years. But drinking at 
work, a widespread habit under 
Communist role, has dropped sig- 
nificantly, due largely, the minis- 
try believes, to a fear of redun- 
dancy. 


Chinese snap up 
snake snacks 


PEKING (R) — Chinese gour- 
mands are munching through at 
least 10 tonnes of snake meat 
each day in Guangzhou and new 
snake markets are opening all the 
time to keep up with demand, the 
China Daily said Sunday. “Snake 
dishes have slithered out of the . 
big hotels and into street snack 
stands and family dining nxvjjfc 
around the city," foe official daily 
said. “Housewives can buy 
snakes in foe city's large agri- 
cultural market now to sl ake the 
appetites of their husbands and 


children.” Daily turnover in foe 
largest snake market in guang- 
zhou, capital of booming Guand- 
gong province in southern China, 
tops 10 tonnes, the official daily 
said. 


What’s in a name? 
Sumo stars keep 
changing theirs 


TOKYO (R) — Up-and-coming , 
sumo star Wakahanada wrote his 1 
name in the record books Sun-# 
day, and inunediately made plans * 
to change it. When he next enters 
the ring in May, the baby-faced 
22-year-old who has just won the 
Osaka Spring Tournament with a 
day to spare will be known as 
“wakanohana.” Like cherubic 
younger brother Takahanada, 
who restyled himself “Takanoha- 
na” in January after winning 
promotion to the rank of cham- 
pion, Waka’s gesture following 
his first tournament win marks a 
coining of age in Japan’s ancient 
sport. In sumo, leading figures 
often take a rfcw name when they 
achieve new distinction. Within 
this tradition-bound world it is all 
considered quite normal, but for 
foreigners coming late to foe 
sport it can sow confusion. FOr 
years, perhaps the only sunu» 
wrestler known abroad was 
Chiyonofuji, whose classical style 
arid quiet dignity made him a 
quintessential grand champion, 
one of the sport's "living gods-” 
On his retirement in 1991. the 
great man severed his sumo topk- 
not and discarded his old name 
too. Now the head of a stable of 
wrestlers, he is known as Koko- 
noe. The Hanada family i 
perhaps the best example of how 
bewildering these name changes 
can be, Waka and Taka (born 
Masaru and Koji Hanada) are foe 
sons and nephews of two' snnw 
greats known for part of their ring 
capers as ... Takanohana ai» 
Wakanohana. Unde Wakanoba* 
na retired and became a sable- 
master, taking the name Futa- 
goyama. Father Takanohana 
quit, headed another stable a?d 
became Fujishima. This year 
Fotagoyama finally gave up i* 5 
stable on reaching the age of 65' J) 
agreeing to merge it with foat of? 
Fujishima. The two men tW 
exchanged names. 











